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TO THE 


| AuTHoR of a late Pamphlet, 


INTITLED, 


—_ 


CurtsTiIANITY not founded 6 on 


ram, S c. 


04 Ne | | | 
HEN I conſider the Strain and Purport 
of your late Diſcourſe, I am MO 
| ſorry that I was fo long a Stranger to-it. 
A Month has hardly paſſed, ſince it firſt fell into 
my Hands, They who know. my Circumſtances 
in Life, and the Variety of Buſineſs in which I am 
5 continually engaged, will not wonder that I miſſed 
it ſo long. Nor ſhould I have read it now, had 
it not been mentioned to me by ſome Friends, for 
whoſe Judgment J have a very high Regard, as a 
Performance which had a very ill Aſpect on Cbriſti- 
anity, and which was executed with much more 
Spirit and Addreſs, than is to be found in moſt of 
the Attacks which have been lately made upon it. 
I have now Sir, peruſed it with Attention; 
and various as my Cares and Labours are, I think 
it of ſuch Importance, that I ought to lay before 
you, and the World, the Reſult of my 9 


ID it, is 2 d | | 
A 2 : 3 The 


* Clriftianit SOFT as unreaſmable, 


The Character you have aſſumed of moſt zealous 


Advocate for Chriſtianity, ſeems ſo ill to agree with 
the Purport of your Reaſonings, that I apprehend 


' moſt of our Readers will eſteem it a bad Compli- 
ment paid to your Underſtanding, if I were to 
think of that Character otherwiſe than as a Ma 


worn for Pleofantry, rather than Diſguiſe. Yet 


after all, Sir, it is the Tendency, rather than the 
Deſign, of your Pamphlet, with which I am con- 
cerned. Were you indeed the warm Chriſtian you 
perſonate, I could not behold 7be Mounds of Reli- 

ion with Indifference, merely becauſe they were 
received in the Houſe of a Friend: Nor would I con- 


| ſent to demoliſh the Walls of a Fortreſs, on the 


Strength of which. my Life, and even the Safety 
of my Country, depended, tho* the worthieſt 
Man upon Earth ſhould, in a Fit of Lunacy, 
undertake to perſuade me, that it was the moſt 
effectual Method to engage the Miraculous Pro- 
tection of an Almighty Arm. That thoſe Efforts, 


which, in the Name of the Lord, you have thought 
fit to make, with ſuch ſolemn Preparation, and 


ſuch glowing Ardor of Spirit, do indeed tend to 
ſubvert the Faith of Chriſtians, and to expoſe the 
Goſpel to the laſt Degree of Contempt, is fo exceed- 


ing plain, that I verily believe, it would appear to 


every intelligent Reader a ſolemn Kind of Trifling, 


to labour the Proof of it: And the Paſſages, which 


Jam to take under Examination, may be more 


; than ſufficient to demonſtrate it to a Stranger. 

Tou have evidently repreſented Chriſtianity, if not 
Religion in general, as an unreaſonable Thing; for you 
expreſsly tell us, not only © that it is not founded 


« on Argument,” and that it is incapable of be- 


ing generally proved by it; but go fo far as roundly 
to ay, (pag. 86.) © that there is an irreconcilable 


„ Repugnance between Reaſon and Faith.” You 


ſpeak of Scripture, as if all your Eloquence was at 
a Loſs 
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Scripture uſeleſs, and Miracles uncertain. 5 


a Loſs for Words ſtrong enough to expreſs. your 


Contempt for it. Manuſcript Authorities and Pa- 
e per-Revelations,” as they are inſultingly called, are, 
it ſeems, ** an empty Notion :** (Pag. 60 )—<* The 


CO ſuſpicious Repoſitories of Human Teſtimony, 


„ in which nothing remains that can deſerve our 


<< leaſt Notice, or be thought of Confequence 


* enough to engage a Moment's Attention.” (Pag. 
59.) It was not, it ſeems, enough to repreſent them 
as ſuperfluous, © We have no longer Need of diſtant 


Records:“ (ibid.) But you briſkly maintain, that 


Omnipotence itſelf is not able to ſupply their De- 


fects and Inſufficiency ; “ tho* a conſtant Miracle 


« were to interpoſe on the Occaſion, and the fame 


« Almighty Power that firſt indited it,” what 


ever you mean by that ſingular Expreſſion, were 
« to continue hovering perpetually with a guardi- 
& an Hand over the ſacred Depoſitum.“ (Pag. 61.) 

As for all the Scripture- Miracles, on which we 
have laid fo great a Streſs, you declare without 
Reſerve, << that they are to us no more than an un- 
certain Hearſay,” and <<: that the Voice of Gop, 


<< bearing Witneſs to his beloved Son, has\ long 


& ſince dwindled to Human Tradition.“ (Pag. 32, 
53.) Nay, you ſtrongly inſinuate, that thele Mi 

racles were never meant as Arguments of the Divine 
Authority of the Goſpel; (pag. 46.) and, with very 
little Complaiſance to &. Paul, are pleaſed to tell 
us, by a Burleſque on his Words, when ſpeaking of 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, (pag. 68.) “ that the Thing 


vas done in a Corner,“ without taking the leaſt No- 


. tice of the publick Proofs which were given of it, 
in the very Place where it had happened but a few 


Days before. 
It is obvious, Sir, that FE: might tranſcribe many: 


Pages of your Work in Illuſtration of theſe Hints 
and I muſt needs ſay, that the Language appears 
ſo unnatural, and lo monſtrous, i in a r profeſſed Di 


1 : 


6 The Agency of the Spirit miſrepreſented. 
5 ciple of Chriſt, that I am ſometimes i zady to won= 


der, you were not a little more careful to fave 
pearances. But then I recollect, that the 1 


ter you aſſume is ſuch, as leaves little Room to 


expect Conſiſtency, and ſeems beſt ſupported by 
ſuch Kind of Paradoves and Self Contradictions. By 
this means alſo you have artfully enough diſarmed 
your Adverſary of the Weapon called Argumentum 
ad Hominem, a whole Magazine of which might 
otherwiſe have preſented. Were you to be attacked 
that Way, you would no doubt laugh very heartily, 
to ſee an Adverſary ſo fairly bit, in a grave Expec- 
tation that you ſhould be ſolicitous cum Ratione in- 
ſanire, to appear a cool-headed, conſiſtent En- 
thuſiaſt. 

You have "PP Sir, in theſe Tranſports, whe- 
ther real or fictitious, to fight with a two-edged 
"Weapon ; and the Blow which you give by a Kind 
of back Stroke, while avowedly defending Chri/t:- 
anity, ſeems to me as threatning as any of the reſt. 
T mean, thoſe Paſſages of your Book, in which you 


ſo groſly miſrepreſent that glorious and important 


Doctrine of the New Teſtament, concerning the Agen. 


cy of the Divine Spirit, in promoting the Reception 


| 5 Efficacy of the Goſpel. This, according to you, 
is nothing leſs than ſuch an immediate and inſtan:ane- 


ous Communication of the whole Sum and Sys 
tem of the Go/pel, as renders every particular Believ- 
er more Infallible, than the Church of Rome has gene- 
rally aſſerted the Pope to be, and ſecures the moſt 
illiterate Perſon, even from a Poſſibility of Error. 


(Pag. 89, 90.) This plenary Inſpiration communi- 
cated to every private Chriſtian, you repreſent as 


the main and only Support of Religion; tho* I 


think, Sir, you muſt needs know, that every Dif. 


ference of Opinion in the Chriſtian Church is a De- 


monſtration, that no ſuch univerſal Influences go 


in Faſt take Place. So that upon the whole, you 


have 


+ ©» 
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Chriſtianity left without any Evidence. © 7 


; have left Chriſtianity no Evidence but what every. | 
one ſees it has not, that is indeed you. have left it 
no Evidence at all. In one word, if your Reader 


were to ſuppoſe you ſerious in what you write, and 
to fall in with your Reaſoning, I think the plain 


Conſequence muſt be, that all Men of ſober Senſe 
would immediately reject the Goſpel, while among 


the Remainder, every one that was mad would make 
himſelf a Prephet, and vent every wild Chimera of 


his diſtempered Brain as an immediate Dictate of 


Gop himfelf; in the Plenicude of Inſpiration and 
Diſtraction, equally ſcorning to condeſcend, to aſſign 
any Reaſons for his Doctrines, or to D any Ar- 
guments againſt them. a 
That your late Performance, ſprightly and ingeni- 
ous as it is, has a Tendency to produce theſe terri- 


ble Effects, {for to me they appear zerrible beyond 


 Expreſſion,) is too evident; and I may afterwards 


give you a more particular Account of the Reaſons, 
on which I apprehend, that it muſt in its Conſe- 


quences affect the Foundations of Natural Religion, 


as well as of Revealed. How far any of theſe Con- 
ſequences might be intended-by you, it is not my 
Buſineſs to determine. You, Sir, are ere long to 


| anſwer that to the great Judge of Hearts, whoſe 


Tribunal I ſhould dread to uſurp. Yet I cannot 
forbear obſerving, that the ludicrous Turn you ſo 
often give to Scripture, and the Air of Burleſque and 


| tromy which runs thro' your whole Piece, neither 


ſuits the Character of a rapturous Devotee ſo often 
affected, nor diſcovers a becoming Senſe of the 
infinite Moment of the Queſtion in Debate. Par- 
don me, Sir, the Plainneſs with which I ſpeak 


my real Apprehenſions on this Head, and believe 


me when I ſeriouſly declare, it is with no Deſign 
to libel and expoſe you, but with a ſincere Deſire 
to ſerve you and others, into whoſe Hand this 
Loney eye come, eat! now ſet my ſelf to exa- 

| mine 


8 5 of 6 treating the Subject. 
mine what you have advanced, and, if poſſible, to 3 
| lead you into juſter and ſafer Sentiments. 1 85 1 
Agreeably to theſe Views, and that Regard to 

the g general Good which has engaged me to enter 

on this Controverſy, I ſhall decline the invidious 

. and unneceſſary Taſk of purſuing you, with ſevere 
1 Criticiſm, thro? every Paragraph. I am not ſoli- 
| citous to expoſe every unguarded Expreſſion, to can- 

vaſs every minute Miſtake, nor even to reſcue every 
Clauſe cf the Sacred Writings which 1 apprehend 
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| you have miſrepreſented or miſapplied. I have 
not Leiſure for ſuch a Taſk as this, and there is 3 


hardly any Thing againſt which my Temper more 

ſtrongly recoils. I ſhall examine what I apprehend. . 
moſt material, and moſt dangerous in your Work, 
with Ealmneſs and Seriouſnets; repreſenting, in 
as few Words as I can, what [ take to be the 
Strength of your Cauſe, and telling you with the 
Simplicity and Moderation that becomes a Chri- 

ſtian, how I anſwer it to my own Conſcience. 
This I ſhall do with all poſſible Plainneſs, not af. 
fecting to be witty in a Cafe in which Eternity i 18 2 
condtrned ; nor ſo conſulting your Taſte and Cha. 

racter, as to forget that I am addreſſing the Pub. 
lick, and aiming not to divert, but if poſſible, to 
edify. And if a any cannot reliſh ſuch a "Deſign, - 
and ſuch a Manner, I give them fair Warning to 
throw this Letter aſide, and to waſte, (or ſhall * 
rather ſay, #0 ll, no more of their Precious Moments 
avout ir. 
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It ſufficiently appears, Sir, from your Marther 
of writing, that you are well aware, the Main 


Strength of your Cauſe lies in the Firſt Head of 
your "Diſcourſe, to which therefore, after fome 
gay Flouriſhes on the Two laſt, you return again | 7 
toward the Concluſion of your Pamphlet. It is 
this therefore, which I ſhall here examine at large; 9 

| | and 2 
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The Author's grand Aſertion explained. 9 


and the rather, becauſe I think what you urge on 


this Topick, tho? it be far from any New Diſcovery, 


may admit ſome farther Illuſtration, than I have 
J commonly met with; and is the Point, which in 


Proportion to its Difficulty and Importance, has 


been leaſt diſcuſſed by the worthy Apologiſts for 


Cbriſtianity, in which our Country is fo happy. The 
Foundations of the Solution have indeed often been 
laid down; but I have long wiſhed to fee the Mat- 
ter placed in that particular Point of View, in 
which the Difficulties you propoſe, and which na- 


turally ariſe, may be moſt happily obviated. 


It is your profeſſed Deſign under your Firft Gene- 
ral to ſhew, ** That Reaſon, or the Intellectual Fa- 


culty, could not poſſibly, both from its own 


* Nature, and that of Religion, be the Principle 
intended by Gop to lead us into a true Faith.“ 
(Pag. 7.) An ambiguous Propoſition, the Senſe of 
which muſt be aſcertained in a few Words, before 


its pretended Demonſtration can be diſcuſſed. 


You well know, Sir, that the whole Body of 


Chriſtians as ſuch; are, and muſt ever be agreed, 


that Reaſon is not our only Guide, but that Divine 


_ Revelation is moſt wiſely and graciouſly intended to 
ſupply its many Deficiencies; and you know too, 


that they generally acknowledge the Reality and 


Importance of Divine Influences on the Mind, to 


confirm our Faith, and to quicken our Obedience. 
So that if you would not encounter a Puppet of 


your own forming, with whom we have no Man- 


ner of Concern, you muſt mean by this grand 
Propoſition, © That Reaſon is not to be conſulted, 


in judging either of. the Evidences or the Senſe of 
c any ſuppoſed Revelation, nor in forming any of 
e our Religious Sentiments.” An Aſſertion ſo ap- 


P arently extravagant, that one would imagine, = 
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o  Inconfiſtency with which he ſets out. 
"i merely to propound * it were a ſufficient Con- 


| futation. 


Can any one indecd ſeriouſly think, that the 


Nobleſt of our Powers was intended only to the 


loweſt and meaneſt Purpoſes; to ſerve the little 
Ofces.of mortal Life, and not to be conſulted in 


the greateſt of Concerns, thoſe of Immortality 

Strange! that the only Power which renders us ca- 
pable of ſaying, J/bere is GOD my Mater? and of X 
torming any Sentiments of Religion at all, ſhould be 


diſcharged from that Province, for a e it ſcems 
chiefly to have been given! Put it will At leaſt have 
Strength and Spirit enough to ſay, Why muſt. I 
be thus diſcharged ? And you condeſcend to anſwer 
at large, without ſeeming to be aware, that your 
firſt Step towards Demonſtrating your Point ſu 


poſes it to be falſe; appealing to Reaſon itſelf to 


judge, that it is not capable of judging at all. 


Nor is this Poſition only inconſiſtent with the Per- 


tinency of any Reaſoning whatſoever, but parti- 
cularly inconſiſtent with that Footing on which you 
profeſs to place Chri/izanty, when | its rational Proofs 


are given up. Since, if Gop were, according to 
your ftrange Hypotheſis, to reveal to me in a Mo- 
ment the whole Sytem of Chriſtianity, and were | 

aſſured, by ſome inward inexplicable Senſation, 
that it, was indeed 2 Revelation from him, 1 could 


not receive it without ſome Reaſoning, I muſt at 
leait have this one ſhort Sy/logi/m in my Mind, 
„ What comes from Gop is to. be admitted as 


ce true; but this comes from Gop, 7herefore it is 
eto be ſo admitted.” And the Foundation of 


this ſuppoſes ſome previous Reaſoning, concerning 
the Exiſtence, and Veracity of that Being, whoſe 


Teſtimony is {o readily to be admitted. 
A very {mall Part of your Sagacity, Sir, might 


ſerve to diſcover this, which, obvious as it is, Au- 


perſedes all You, HY writ. 1 will therefore take it 


for 
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| Chriſtianity capable of Rational Proof. 1 1 


for granted, that what you really intend by this 
general, and very unguarded Propoſition, is chiefly 


this ; « That Chriſtianity is not capable of fuch a 


« rationa' Proof, as can be made intelligible to the 


= Generality of Mankind, ſo as to oblige them to re- 
ce ceive and obey it.* This is what you ſeem to 
have at Heart. throughout your whole Book, and I 


ſhall not farther preſs 1 the Advantage you have given 
an Opponent, by afſerting ſo much more than was 


neceflary to your main Deſign. 
You do indeed ſometimes acknowledge, I RES 


in direct Oppoſition to your main Argument, that 
Chriſtianity is capable of being rationally proved to 


the Copviction of a fludious F Perſon, (however un- 
neceſſary, and however hazardous it may be, even 


for ſuch a one to meddle with that Kind of Proof * 


But you always contend, that the Generality of Mankind 


cannot enter into any rational Proofs of it, (tho? it 
is well known that it was intended for them; ) and 
that they who can, will not find them ſufficient, to 


bear the Streſs which muſt in Fact be laid upon 


them, if we deſire to be Chriftians to any valuable 
Purpoſe. I ſhall therefore fer. myſelf on the con- 
trary to prove, That the rational Evidence of 
«©« Chriſtianity is fo adjuſted, that the Generality of its 


* Profeſſors may, if they be not wanting to them- 
<< ſelves, attain to ſome competent Satisfaction 


« with regard to it.” And when I have offered 


that Proof, J ſhall conſider your Odjections. 


J am far from aſſerting, that every one in com- 


mon Life can have a full View of all the Controver- 
fees which relate to Chritzanity 5 a Curioſity of Li- 


terature, which to Multitudes would be of very 
| ſmall Importance: Nor do I maintain, that every 


ſincere Believer is capable of rendering a ſufficient 
Reaſon for his Faith ; an Ability on many Accounts 


lughly — yet not, ſo far as J can find, At 
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12 The Rational Evidence of Chriſtianity 


all eſſential to Salvation. A Man may have Rea- 


rightly apprehend the Force of its rational Proofs, 
and perhaps lays a very great Streſs on Arguments 


which are far from being concluſive. And I 


hope, Sir, you will allow, that when a Man's 
Temper and Character is ſuch as the Goſpel re- 
quires, ſuch a ſpeculative Miſtake as to the Strength 
of an Argument does not affect his Salvation. Elle 
I fear, we muit condemn all thoſe. exceltnt Per- 
ſons, who have believed the great Fundamental 
of all Religion, the Exiſtence of a GOD, chiefly 
on the Force of thoſe Carigſian Arguments, now 
generally, and I think rationally, exploded. 


verſally neceſſary, nor what is in Fact attain- 


one Hand, to teach, and on the other, to learn. 


gument. Nevertheleſs, for the farther IIluſtration 
* of the Subject, I ſhall freely tell you, how I ap- 


neſt in the Profeſſion of Religion; readily acknow- 
ledging, tho? with great Grief, that there are 
thouſands and ten thouſands, who wear the Name 


conſidering its Meaning, Reaſon, or Obligation; 
a Caſe very conſiſtent with the Poſſibility of their 
being better informed, and rationally convinced, 


Now here, Sir, the leading Thought will be, 
that Gop has fo adjuſted the Nature and Circum- 
| ſtance. of CV iſtianity, as fepreſented and exhibited 
* | 3 . 


ſons in his own Mind, which he cannot readily 
put into Words. Nay, I apprehend it poſſible, that 
a Man may feel and comply with the practical 
Tendency of Chriſtianity, - who does not himſelf 


The Queſtion is not, what Knowledge is uni- 


ed; but what Satisfaction might generally be 
had, if there were a competent Care, on the 


This is all, which is abſolutely eſſential to my Ar- 


prehend the Caſe to ſtand, with regard to the 
Cenerality of the common People, who are in good ear. 


of Chriſtians as by meer Accident, without at all 


2 
2 


"It 


9 


lies open to the Generality of People. : 
in the New Teſtament, that it is attended with a 
ſtrong Degree of Internal Evidence, of which, by 


an unaccountable Omiſſion, you take not the leaſt 


Notice; and that what is moſt eſſential to the 
External Proof, lies within much leſs Compaſs than 


vou ſeem to imagine, and is capable, it previous 


Precautions be taken in a proper Manner, of be- 


* 


For the Iluſtration of this, you muſt give me 
Leave to remind you, that both the Moſaick and 


Chriſtian Diſpenſations have been much miſrepre- 


ſemed, in Conſequence of Mens taking their No- 


tions of them, father from the Conduct of their 
| Profeſſors, than from the Inſtitutes of their reſpes 
ctive Founders, To apply this to the preſent Oc- 


caſion, let us conſider what the Caſe of Chriſtians 


would: be, with regard to the rational. Evidence of 
their Religion, if Things were to flow on in the 


Channel, into which it was the apparent Deſign. 
of our. Divine Maſter. to direct them. 


Tou will, no doubt, Sir, readily allow, that a 
pious 13 and a landing Miniſtry, are Ap- 
pointments of our bleſſed Redeemer, and will 


ſpare me the Trouble of proving either of them in 
Form. And as you take it for granted in the 
whole of your Letter, that Infant Baptiſm is a Chri- 
ſtian Ordinance, you will allo allow me to mention 


it as a common Principle, tho? little of my Ar- 


gument will depend upon its being ſo. 


A Parent therefore, 8 


Chrifianiy, (which is what I here all along ſuppoſe 
in ſtating the Caſe,) having in a ſolemn Manner 
devoted tis Child ts Gop in its - early Infancy, 


and 


upon the tm of 


ing opened to Perſons of an ordinary Caparity, and 
underſtood by them, tho? they have neither Ability © 
nor Leiſure for the Curioſities of learned Dif- 
quiſition, | | 
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14 Children will gain an zarly Senſe of Piety, 


and having ever ſince been affectionately recom- 
mending it to the Divine Bleſſing, watches the 
- firſt Dawning of Reaſon, to inſtill into its tender 
Mind, Sentiments of Piety to Gop, Gratitude to 
the Redeemer, Benevolence to Men, and every 
other Grace and Virtue which the Gofpe! recom- 
mends, and which the Life of its great Founder 
exemplified. Quickened by the Obligation, which 
the Birth and Baptiſm of every younger Child 
in the Family renews, the Father and Mother con- 
cur in a wiſe and conſcientious Care, to keep their 
dear Offspring, as far as poſſible, out of the Sight 
and Hearing of every Thing profane, cruel, and 
indecent z and whatſoever Things are true, obatſoever 
Things are venerable, whatſoever Things are righteous, 
whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, 
whatſoever Things are of good Report, if there be any 
Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, the Child will be taught, 
by the Force of Precept and daily Example, to 
think on theſe Things, and to purſue them. The 
| Conſequence of this, under thoſe Influences of 
Divine Grace which may be chearfully -», pu 
in the Way of Duty, will probably be an early 
Senſe of Decency, Virtue, and. Piety. The 
Growth of thoſe Seeds of corrupt Nature, which 
will in ſome Inſtances diſcover themſelves in the 

oſt amiable Children, will in a great Meaſure 
be ſuppreſſed ; Religion will grow familiar and plea- 
fant, under the ſmiling Aſpect it will appear to 
wear; and the Bible, which our little Diſciple will 
early have been taught to read, will ſoon become 
a moſt delightful Book. The entertaining Stories, 
the fine Examples, the beautiful Poems, the wiſe 
Precepts ſo gravely and yet fo kindly given, which 
it will every where meer with, muſt give it Abun- 
dance of Pleaſure; and it will be eager to read 
thoſe Things, the general Contents of which we 
has learnt, long before it could read, from the 
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daily Diſcourſe of its Parents, who while they are 


_ recounting theſe glorious Things, will be teaching 
themſelves as well as their Children, and by more 
familiar and attentive Views of them, confirming 


their own Faith, and animating their own Piety. 


And as for the leading Facts which the Child 
meets with in Scripture, ſtrange as ſome of them - 
may appear, it wall readily believe them, on this 


general Fotindation ; that its good Parents, who 


know much better than himſelf, and never deceive 


him, aſſure him that every Thing, which this ex- 
cellent Book contains, is true. And this, Sir, is all 


the Satisfaction, which a Child of the moſt extra- 
ordinary Genius can have in the firſt Stages of 


Life; and if it die before it arrive to greater Matu- 
rity, it will be happy in the practical Influence, 


which the.Goſpel, thus implicitely believed, had upon 
Wund Conduct; as it could ba under no 


its Temper 
Neceſſity of entering into its rational Evidence, 


before thoſe Faculties opened by which that Evi. 
dence was to be received, any more than a Blind 

Man can be obliged to read, or the Dumb to 
ſing Gop's Praiſes. 


At length, as the Minds of Children open, they 


will gradually be led into ſome farther Reflections 
on the Certainty of thoſe Things in which they have been 
inſtructed. And here they will ſoon perceive ſome 
Degree of Difference in the Evidence of them, 
immediately appearing. As for the Exiſtence of 4 


Supreme Being, I really think, that the nobleſt and 
moſt ſatisfactory Arguments, of which the Mind of 


Man is capable, are thoſe which are obvious even to 


the Underſtanding of a Child; I mean, thoſe taken 


from the Works of Creation and Providence. 

Common Senſe will ſurely tell theſe little Creatures, 
as ſoon as they can underſtand the Words, that f 
every Houje, even the. pooreſt Cottage, muſt have ſome 


R there muſt be one who * all Things x 4 
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and a Love 0 Scripture, | by good Education. 15 
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16 They wilt ſoon know- ſomewhat of GOD, 
who made Heaven and Farth, with all their bright, 
noble Furniture. And as they lee, clearly as they 


ſee the Sun, that he who made, and upholds all 


theſe Things, is powerful and wiſe z which every 


Flower, and every Fly, when confidered as his 
Work, may ſhew them: So they may naturally 


conclude, ſuch a great and wiſe Being is good; and 


it will be eaſy to ſhew them, that every : agreeable : 
Object about them is a ſenſible Proof 6f his Good- 


neſs ; every pleaſant Fruit, for Inſtance, a Gift of 
Gon} which all the Men in the World could not 
have made, or provided for them, without him. 


ought, not only to believe, but to know, that 
there 1s a great, powerful, wiſe, and kind Father of 
e World always near them. Nor will it be diffi- 
cult to give them ſome rational View and Convi- 
ction of his Moral Attributes, as inferred from his 
Natural. I ſuppoſe they have in thoſe early Leſſons 
of Sacred Hiſtory, which have been their Enter- 


tainment from their Infancy, been led to reflect on 
the Characters of Perſons mentioned; to. ſee the 
Amiableneſs of ſome Aﬀections and Actions, and 

the Deformity of others, which in many Inſtances 


are as obvious, as that one Face, or Dreſs, makes 
a pleaſanter Appearance to the Eye than another. 
Diſcerning this viſible Difference in moral Characters, 


long before they know what the Words Morality or 
. Charafter ſignify, they will naturally, and I think 


very reaſonably, conclude, that it is juſt to aſcribe 


every Excellence and Glory to him, in whom 


they ſee ſo many: And by conſequence, that he 
muſt be pleaſed with what is good, and diſpleaſed 
with what is evil. They ſee it in their wiſe and 
pious Parents, (for wiſe and pious we here ſuppoſe 
them to be 3) and they will much more conclude, 
it muſt be in him, whom they have learnt to ad- 
dreſs as our Father 00 is in Heaven, I take the 


Liberty, 


By ſuch familiar Views of T hings they may be 
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- and be ready fo believe a Hulure State. 1 ” 


Liberty, Sir, to tell you, that I have examined 


many Scores of Children on theſe Heads, not as 


to what they have learnt, but what they themſelves 


think of the Matter ; and have put the Queſtions | 
in various Forms, to ſuggeſt an Affirmative or 


Negative Anſwer ; and I always find, if they un- 


derſtand the Terms of 1t, they anſwer right upon 


a very ſhort Pauſe. 


Agreeably to theſe obvious Principles, they na- 
turally apprehend, that the Regard of Gop to his 


Creatures follows them beyond Death ; and that he 


rewards, or. puniſhes them, ſuitably to their Tem 


per and Behaviour. They cannot think, that 
God would have ſuffered ſuch Perſons, as Abel. or 


the Seven, Sons of that good Woman in the Mac- 


cabees, to have been ſlain in that cruel Manner, 
if he had not intended to take them to himſelf, 
and make them happier than they were : That, 


a Man, of a Minute Philoſopher ; the Simplicity of 


A virtuous Child i Is not able to attaim it. 


A prudent Parent will eaſily foreſee, that the 
Child will find greater Difficulties in coming at 
the Evidence of the Truth of thoſe Things, which 
depend merely upon the Authority of Scripture. 


He will therefore early be laying in Materials for 


its ſeeing the Force of that noble Part of it, which 
you ſo ſtrangely leave untouched ; I mean, that 


which is Izternal, and ariſes from ohis Contents and 


Deſign of the Book itſelf. A Child trained up 
as we here ſuppoſe, will probably of itſelf make 


a great many Reflections, what an excellent Book it 


I have known little Children ſo ſtruck, that they 

have of their own Accord read the ſame Paſſage, 

tho? neither Hiſtory nor Parable, over and over, 

till the, have almoſt learnt it * Heart: The reli- 
C 


gious 


**; ; eſpecially as to ſome Parts of it, with which 
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Sir, is a learned Prejudice, the laboured Error or 
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gious Parent or Friend will watch, encourage, 
and illuftrate theſe Remarks. And at length, 9 
when he finds the young Mind ſtrong enough to 
receive it, he will lead it to reflect, what excellent JF 
Men they muſt be who wrote ſuch Things. And | 
when that Reflection is familiar, and has been daily 
renewed, perhaps for Weeks and Months, another 
eaſily follows, that the Bille is undoubtedly true 
iy and divine; for good Men would never have in- 
| vented Lies, and have preſumed to teach them in 
the Name of Gop himſelf; and wicked Men would F 
not, and could not, have written what is ſo excel? 
lently Good, and tends to make others ſo. This, 
Sir, my pious Friends taught me when I Was a 
Child; and I think it, to this very Day, an Ar- 
gument of unanſwerable Weight: And I cannot 
but apprehend, that the more a Man advances. in 
real Goodneſs, and the more intimately. he converſes 
with Scripture, the more he will be impreſſed with 
it. Here is an Argument depending on no other 
Fact than this, that there is ſuch a Book as the 
Bible in the World, of which our Children are as 
ſure, as that there is a Sun: And Providence has 
wiſely ordered it ſo, that they may underſtand the 
Force of it, before they can enter into Objections 
againſt it; and ſo far as I can judge, thoſe Objections 
mult be ſtronger than any I have ever met with, 
which can be ſufficient to balance the Force of it. 
Tet this is far from being the only Foundation of 
EMS Faith, or the only Argument in its Favour, 


which a young Chriſtian may be able, with * 
ee, to underſtand. 4 


| 


2 


The e Evidence adit not indeed lie mn a 
fo little Room, nor can it perhaps be made equally _ 
obvious by every pious Parent ; yet with the Al- 

Iſtance which able Miniſters, and proper Books 
may give, * a Child of fourteen or fif- 
> teen 


and External Evidence of Scripture. 19 
ren Vears old may have ſome competent View of 
It will be a moſt eaſy. Thing to ſhew him, 
5 uncontroverted antient Teſtimonies, collected 
by a Variety of Writers, —that Chriſtianity was an 
antient Religion, for the Sake of which its Pro- 
feſſors, in its earlieſt Ages, endured great Extre- 
mities; that there was, about 1700 Years ago, 
ſuch a Perſon as Jef Chrift, the great Founder of 
it that the firſt Preachers of his Religion wrote 
| Books, which were called by the Name of thoſe 
that make up the moſt important Part of the 
New Teſtament ;—that theſe Books are in the Main 
tranſmitted to us uncorrupted and that our Tranſe - 
ation of them may in the general be depended 
upon as-7ight. Theſe are the grand Preliminaries 
and as the Foundation may be laid without much Dif- 
KF ficulty, fo the Superſtructure may be raiſed upon it, 
 *# with yet much more Eaſe. From the New Ta- 
munen thus proved to be genuine, a Perſon of very 
7 moderate Capacity and Learning will preſently be 
> able to ſhew, that the Mriters of it certainly knew, 
* whether the Facts they recorded were true or” 
> falſe;—that their Charatter, ſo far as we can judge 
by their Manner of Writing, was ſo excellently 
good, that there is no Reaſon to ſuſpect them of 
Falſehood ;—nay, that the Probability of their Fide-. 
lity is ſo great, that it would be aſtoniſhing, if the 
ſtrongeſt Temptation could prevail upon them to 
violate it; —at leaſt in ſo criminal a Manner, as 
they muſt have done, if they were [mpoſtors :— 
The Temptations muſt have been exceeding flirong, to 
Juſtify the leaſt , Degree of Suſpicion But they 
had o Temptation at all to forge ſuch a Story, and 
to attempt to impoſe upon the World by 1t :—How- 
ever, that if they had made the Attempt, they 
could not have ſucceeded in gaining Credit ;—never- 
theleſs it is plain, they did gain Credit among vaſt 
| Multicudes, who were ſtrongly prejudiced againſt 
þ 2 | „ we: 
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20 They will hence ſee Chriſtianity 7s true, 
the Religion they taught: From all which Things 
compared, it appears, that their Story, and the Reli- 
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gion founded upon it, i. e. Chriftranity, is true; A 


: Concluſion, which may be greatly illuſtrated by 
ſhewing them farther, —what wonderful Things 


have ſince happened for the Confirmation of it; con- 
ſidering on the one Hand, what Gop has I to 


eſtabliſh it, and on the other, what Methods its 


Enemies have t. ken to deſtroy it 


It is not my Buſineſs, Sir, to ſtate and vindicate 
theſe Arguments at large. I have done ir already in 


my Three Sermons on the E vidences of Chriſtianity, which 
' were publiſhed ſeveral Yearsago and I ſhall be very 


ready to canvals the Strength of them, as there re- 
preſented, with any who mall think fit to bring 
them into Diſpute. I the rather mention thoſe Ser- 
mons here, becauſe they are calculated for popular Uſe, 
and ma aſſiſt thoſe who are not ſo well verſed in the 
Ar. ents, to propoſe them to their Children, or 
 Cq1rchumens, in what I apprehend the eafieſt and 
neſt ! . By talking over theſe Heads in 
W to Cad rwo or three 

05 the ivading Thoughts 
Memory, I doubt not 
might be aid ny a few 
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al be fartified againſt Tofidelity. uy 
x in ſo impious, and miſchievous a Fraud, as they 
Z* muſt have engaged in, if their Teſtimony Was 
Z falſe; * as on the other Hand, the Good Senſe 
which may eaſily be diſcovered in their Writings 
and Behaviour, will make it appear equally abſurd 
to imagine, they ſhould ſo madly run on Sufferings 
and Ruin, as they muſt have done, if they bad 
not been conſcious of a Divine Support, of mira- 
culous Powers, 'and. of "HOPE: future Rewards. 
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A Religions Youth, grown up to Yeaty of Matu- 
rity, with a Mind thus furniſhed, and thus diſpoſed, . f 
will not eaſily be perverted to Infidelity. So preci- 
ous a Freight would be too weighty, to be overſet 
by every Wind of Doctrine, or every Breath of Ri- 
dicule. © Yer it might conduce farther to his Secu- 
rity, if a prudent Parent or Miniſter ſhould give 
him, before the Scene of Temptation opens, ſome 
ſhort Hints of the chief Topicks from whence 
Objections againſt Chriſtianity are drawn, and of the 
Plaineſt and moſt obvious Anfwers to them, Which 
ſo far as I can judge are generally the moſt ſolid. 
If a Perſon be not intended for ſome learned 
Profeſſion, or diſtinguiſhed Circumſtance in Life, it 
is by no Means neceſſary to be large in this Part 
of the Scheme; but ſomething of this Kind ma 
| eafily and profitably be done, and there will be 
no Reaſon to be in any Panick, left every Hint 
of an Objection ſhoyld overturn his Faith, Anſwers 
will be ſuggeſted, with thoſe Objections; and he 
will ſoon be weary, of hearing ſuch poor unſatis- 
factory Things, wc /moſt of he Cavils of Infide- 
ih are. And here again, the good Habits, and Diſpo- 
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* How impious and miſchievous the Fraud muſt have been, 
if it were 4 Fraud, is illuſtrated more fully than J have elſe 
8 ſeen it, in the Sermons mentioned above ; (See pag. 259, 


& ſeg. ad. Edit. ) and ne Thought appears to me : of vaſt ge 
Forrance, | 


5 22 Such will be able to anſwer Objefions, 

if * fitions formed in his Mind, will be of great Ser- 

0 vice. He will perceive, that Chriſtianity wears ſo 3 
F' favourable an Aſpect, and opens upon him ſo fine 4 
HE a Proſpect, that he, will not hunt after Objeftions © 
5 5 ainſt it; as a Man is not ſtudious to find a Flac 
in Writings, by which he ſtands intitled to the Rie- 


verſion of ſome noble Eſtate: And when they 
accidentally ſtart up in his Way, he will ſoon ſee, 
that many of them are grounded on notorious Falſe- 
hood, and are in themſelves deſpicably mean; 
eſpecially when ſet againſt the great Arguments 
for it, of which he is already poſſeſſed: And 
with Regard to others, the Aſſiſtance of Miniſters 
and other religious Friends, which when preſſed 
with real Difficulties he will honeſtly ſeek, will no 
doubt furniſh him with proper Anſwers; and indeed 
his Converſe with the Scriptures will enable him, with- 3 
out foreign Aſſiſtance, to obviate moſt of them, 
and they will vaniſh like Birds of Night before the 7 


riſing Sun: Not now to mention thoſe Auxiliaries 
which his Faith will often call in, from obſerving 1 


and comparing the different Characters of thoſe, 
who are moſt jolicitous, on the one Hand to de- 
ſtroy it, and on the other to ſupport it, of which 
| I may hereafter ſpank. | 


If this, Sir, were merely an imaginary. Scheme, 
on which no Parent acted, and no Children were 1 
educated, yet if it were (as J think, every one 
muſt own it is,) agrecable o the original 3 | 
Plan, it would not be foreign to our Purpoſe 3 
it will prove, that if proper Precautions were — = 
and Men were to act in Character, competent Ra- 2 
tional Evidence might be attained, as young People 
grew up to a Capacity of exerciſing Reaſon ; which 
is all that could be ſuppoſed Requiſite. Bur bad as 3 
the World is, I bleſs Gop, I can confidently ſay, : 
1 haye in * main Traces copied from the Life. 
This 


2 


while Want of Education ruins others. 23 
This, to my certain Knowledge, is the Care of many 
Parents and Miniſters, and this the Felicity of any 
Chiliren, The Succeſs is generally anſwerable; 
and I hope, the Inſtances in which it is ſo in the 
Proteſtant World, are not to be numbered by 
Scores, but by Hundreds and Thouſands, who 
are to be regarded as the precious Seed of the Church 
in the next Age, and who I doubt not will, in 
Spight of all : Efforts of Iyfidelity, exert them- 
ſelves fo effectually in its Service, that the Gates of 
Hell ſpall 0! prevail againſt it. | 
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Ss Nevertheleſs while I bleſs Gop, that this 
the Caſe of fo many, I very readily acknowledge, 
that, thro' a Negligence, for which I fear a Multi- | 
tude of Parents and Minifters have a terrible Ac- 
count to render before *Gop, it is generally much 
otherwiſe, By far the greater Part of profeſſing Cbri- 
ſtians have probably no p better Reaſon to give tor their 
Religion, than that they were early baptized into 
it, and have been trained up in ſome of its Exter- 
nal Forms. Far from being inſtructed in its Eviden- 
ces, they are hardly taught its Docfrines, or its Pre- 
cepts; or ſuperficially learn them from thoſe, who do- 
not themſelves ſeem to be in good Earneſt con- 
cerned about the one or the other. The fatal 
Conſequence is too plain. The Corruptions of 
Nature, abetted by the Force of evil Examples, 
prevail againſt them; and they are early plunged 
into ſuch licencious Practices, that if they ever re- 
flect on the moſt evident and expreſs Declarations 
of the Word of Gop, they muſt immediately ſee, 
that they are condemned by it 5 
Now there is no Reaſon to wonder, if many of 
this Sort of C briſtians are eaſy Proſelytes to Infidelity. 
It is no ſurprizing Thing, if a bold Jeſt thrown 
upon Scripture, or a confident ſenſeleſs Aſſertion of 


its F allchood, (perhaps 1 a Perſon, on whoſe 
Word - 
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2 4 Danger of ſuch as are not inſtructed. 


1 Word hardly any Thing elſe would be believed,) 

hhhhave with them all the Weight of a Demonſtration. J 
Wl | They will be little concerned to aſk Information, 
"ſ or conſider how Objections may be anſwered. Thoſe 


-F #23 
' magical Words, Pricft-craft, and the Prejudice of 
| Education, ſtun and terrify them. They ſubmit, 


as you gravely expreſs it, (gag. 75.) in the Im- ; 
nt | - - © potence: and Impuberty of a dutiful Under- 2 
_"s % ſtanding, in the tractable Simplicity of unprac-, 
3 tiſed Reaſon: With the obſequious and humble 
Wt © Acquieſcr se of a Babe, they fit down to lern 


e their Le n ” too; and their Unbelief, after they 
have att ed the Stature of Men, is juſt as Blind 
and im,.ccit, as the Faith of their Childbood was. =_ 
This, Sir, is undoubtedly the Caſe with many; 
and you cannot but have obſerved, what large 
Companies in the Free-Thinking Army are raiſed © i 
and enliſted from among, theſe Vagabonds, But 
the Generality of Men among us, as in every Na. 
tion, go on thoughtleſly in the, Religion in which 9 
they were educated: Hearing the Truth of it often A 
aſſerted, and perhaps never hearing it contradicted, 8 
they entertain no Doubts on the Subject, but grow E 
old in a mere ſpeculative aud ineffectual Aſſent 
to Chriſtianity, And if their Heart it any Time 
\ ſmite them, with the Contrariery of their Temper 
and Conduct to the Rules which they acknowledge 
to be Divine, they ſeek their Shelter in the Hope 
of making their Peace with GOD, (as they commonly | 
expreſs it,) before they go out of World; and per- 
haps abuſe ſome of the nobleſt Diſcoveries which 
the Goſpel makes, as an Encouragement to continue 
in thoſe Sins and Follies, from which it was expreſsly 
deſigned to reclaim them. | 


F . 
e . 


9 


| Nevertheleſs it frequently happens among ſuch 
as theſe, that ſome are awakened to think deeply 


and ſeriouſly ol 8 The plain lively Preach- 
2 1 ing 


4 


TDN 


ing of the Goſpel, or perhaps ſome afflifive Provi- 
dence, rouzes them from their Lethargy. And I 
muſt reckon it among the chief Felicities of m 


Lite, that I have had many Opportunities of obſerv- 


ing, what are in Fact the Workings of Men! 8 Spirits 


in ſuch a Circumſtance. 
And here I have always found, that the Moral 


Perfections of the great Governour of the World 


appear to them in a very lively View: The Records 
of their own Conſciences are thrown open before 


their Eyes, and they feel a Load of Guilt preſſing 


on their Minds, of which they were before utterly 


inſenſible. Under this Anxiety, they hear of the 


Remedy which the Goſpel has provided; and they hear 


of it with another Kind of Regard than formerly. 
It is what they now perceive, ' that they want; 
(ſtrange, that they ſhould have perceived it no 
ſooner?) and it appears far more important to 


them, than Animal Life and all its Enjoyments. 
Hearing of the Love and Grace of a Redeemer, 


concerning the Reality of whoſe Undertaking 


they never had any conſiderable Doubt, their 


Hearts are tranſported with a Flow of moſt ardent. 
and various Affections; they find another Kind 
of Energy in theſe Things, than they were ever 


aware, or could have imagined to be poſlible. He 
has ſaved their Lives at the Expence of his own ; 
and under the Conſtraints of his Love they conſecrate 


themſelves to a forgiving Gop, with an Ardor of 
Soul which nothing but Gratitude can inſpire. They 


do now, as it were, receive the Goſpel anew from his 
Hand, not as a Revelation now made, but now firſt 


indeared to them, by a Senſe of their own Concern 
in it; they exemplify the Beauty of its Precepts, and 
they feel the Force of its Conſolations, A bleſſed 
Effect, in which I humbly acknowledge the Finger 
of Cop, and the . of his Spirit; tho? I fee 
D 


no 


How fuch are ſometimes awakened. 25 
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26 The Efficacy of the Goſpel proves its Truth. 
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no Reaſon to pretend to an immediate Inſpiration, in 
the Senſe which you maintain. 
When the firſt Tumult of Affections, raiſed by 


| 4 intereſting and important a Scene, ſubſides, and 
the happy Converts come more cooly to reflect on 


what has paſſed, they draw a new Argument of 
the Truth of this glorious Goſpel from its experi- 
enced Efficacy; and, tho? they cannot make a 
Stranger ſenſible of che Force of it, will ſay like he 


Blind May, as yet little inſtructed in many other 
Proofs of our Lord's Divine Miſſion, I He were not 
of GOD, he could not have opened my Eyes; and un- 
der the lively Impreſſion of it, the Sophiſtry of 


modern Tufidels is as little to them, as that of the 


Sanhbedrim was to him. At length, growing 1n 5 


Wiſdom and Piety by their Acquaintance with the 


© Goſpel, and in Proportion to their Regard for it, 


they likewiſe, who had formerly no "Taſte and 


Senſibility for ſuch Things, become qualified to 


take a more extenſive Survey of its Internal Evidence, 


and to judge of it; and accordingly they ſee it 


much in the fame Light with thoſe, who had been 
formed to an earlier Subjection to it, and had 


grown up with it in their Hands and their 
a | 
Of theſe recovered. Jardin to it, II who 


have a Head turned for Reaſoning, perhaps from 


a Defire to ſerve others, and honour Gop, by de- 


fending Chriſtianity, rather than from any Doubt 


which they themſelves have of its Truth, ſet them- 
ſelves to ſtudy the Evidences of the Goſpel, as ſtated 


in ſome judicious Treatiſe on the Subject; which 


they carefully examine, and often ground fo 
thoroughly in their. Underſtanding and Memories, 


as to be able to /ilence, if not to convince Gainſayers. 


And others, who have not Leiſure or Inclination to 


ſearch ſo particularly into the whole Compals of the 


cnt, are 1 greatly confirmed in their | 


Faith, 
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The Force of ſome Impreſſrons on the Mind. 27 


_ Faith, by ſome Circumſtances which powerfully i im- 
pPreſs them, tho? they may not be able to commu- 
nicate the Force of the Argument to others; or 
tho? where it is communi ated, it cannot publickly 

be ſtared, without Inconveniences which might 

overbalance the Advantages ariſing from the Dif: 
covery of ſuch Occurrences. 


J am ſenſible, Sir, Jam 1 touching on a Subject, 


which it is difficult to handle, without the Imputa- 
tion of Enibuſiaſin, and perhaps without the Danger 
of it; and therefore I ſhall diſmiſs it in a few 

Words. I take upon me now to aſſert no Facts, 


either as my own Experience, or as on the Teſti- 


mony of others, whom I may have Reaſon to cre- 


dit; but I would ſuggeſt the Thought in Hypo- 
theſis. Is it in the Nature of Things impoſſible, or 


is it utterly incredible, that the Great Author and 
' Governour of all ſhould, in ſome rare Inſtances, 
even in theſe later Ages, deviate. from the Laws 
by which he ſtatedly rules the Natural World, for 


the Deliverance and Support of ſome of his faith- 


ful Servants in Circumſtances of great Extremity; 
_ eſpecially, when thereby the Intereſt of the Moral 


om may remarkably be promoted? Or ſuppoſ- 


this to be ever ſo rare, I would further aſk, 


ke] it impoſſible, that he 'may, on a perfect View 
of every minuteſt Circumſtance, have conſtituted 


the Courſe of Things in ſuch a Manner, that there 
ſhall be a remarkable Correſpondence between a 
Train of Thoughts in a Chriſtian's Mind, and an 
Event ariſing from other Natural, but perhaps 

unobſerved Cauſes, on which char Train of 
Thoughts could have no Influence? Do you, Sir, 
thoroughly underſtand the Law, by which Thoughts 


ariſe in our Mind? or can you ſay, by what Con- 
nection, one ſprings up rather than another? Can 


you account for it, why the Mind is ſometimes fo 
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28 7 Ze T emper and Conduct of Bel evers 


much more forcibly ſtruck, than at other Times, 


with the ſame Object; or why it ſometimes feels 
itſelf directed ſtrongly into a certain Channel, and 


Track of Thinking, in which it is not conſcious 
to itſelf of a Selt-determining Agency? Or are 
you jure, that there may not be a ſpecial gracious 


Appointment (whether Natural or Miraculous, I 
do not now contend, ) in certain Events, the Cauſes 
of which are ſo unobſerved, that we commonly, 
but perhaps raſhly, ſay, they happen by Chance? 
'That the Minds of many eminently wite and good 
Men have been greatly comforted and eſtabliſhed 
by ſuch Events, I am well aſſured; and it ſeems 
probable to me, that to wel! diſpoſed Perſons of 
weaker Abilities, they may more frequently hap- 

n: Nevertheleſs, as I know they are liable to a 

reat Deal of Cavil, and that it 1s the Faſhion of 


the Age to deride every Thing of this Nature, 1 
will not urge this Argument in the preſent Debate, 


but content myſelf with having inſinuated it. I 


think, I ought not entirely to have omitted 1 it; and 


Fig lcems 1 its moſt proper Place. 


It is, 1 hope, at leaſt poſſible, 4 the Faith is : 


an illiterate Chriſtian may be not only really, but 


rationally confirmed by fuch Events; or, if you will 
admit the commonly received Phraſe, - by ſuch fpe- 


cial Providences as theſe. However I am ſure, there 
is another Topick of Argument, which is fre- 
quently- of- great and Important Service in this 


View, and which falls under the daily Obſervation of 
the common People as well as others, and of which they 


are as competent Fudges as the moſt polite and learned 
of Mankind. I mean zhat which ariſes from com- 


e 


7 5 


paring the Temper and Conduct of thoſe who profeſs = 


to rejet? the Goſpel, with that of thoſe who ſeem 
moſt cordially to eec and embrace it. 


It it were evident and en n Ini ; 


did 
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| compared with that of Infidels, 29 
did generally in Fact make Men better; if it increaſed 


their Reverence for the Divine Being, and made 
them more diligent, conſtant, and devout in pay- 
ing their daily Homage before him; if it rendered 


them more ſober and temperate, more mild and 


gentle, more upright and benevorent in their Be- 
haviour ; tho? this would be a moſt unaccountable 


Phenomenon to any one who examines the Conſti- 


tution of the Goſpel, ( ſince that diminiſhes no Na- 
tural Motive to Virtue, and adds many peculiar 
to itſelf,) I do not ſay, that this Remark ought to 


balance all the Evidence on the other Side; yet I will 


venture, Sir, to ſay, that I think it would ſhock 
an honeft and candid Mind, more than all the OU. 
 Jettions I have ever ſeen or heard of, as advanced 
by our modern Free-Thinkers. But I firmly believe, 
that what Weight this Thought has, will be found 
in Favour of Chriſtianity, and not in Oppoſition to it. 
You well know, Sir, one can judge of theſe 
Things. only by one's own Obſervation, and the 
Report of others. I will not now inſiſt on the lat- 
ter; and that what I have to ſay as to the former, 


may not be imputed to the Eagerneſs of Diſputa- 
tion, I think it not unbecoming my Character to 
uſe the Solemnity of faying in the Words of Sz. 


Paul, I proteſt to you by our Rejoicing which ] have 
in Chriſt Feſus, (and a ſtronger Aſſeveration I can- 
not uſe,) that I write on this Topick, as I would 


do if my Life were to conclude with this Letter, 


and I were directly to paſs to account before the 
Judge of Hearts, for the Truth of what I fay. 

I condeſcend not to ſpeak of a meer Freedom 
from groſs and infamous Vices ; but ſure I am, 


that if I have ever ſeen amiable and ſublime Virtue 


in the World, I have ſeen it among the humble 
Diſciples of Jeſus. Where Education and Circum- 


have, to my certain _ ge, lo far 
could 


ſtances in Life have been low, ber e reg 
inciples 
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30 The higheſt Virtue found among Chriſtians, 
could be known from Behaviour, raiſed, animated, 
and ennobled' the Mind. I have beheld, even in 


Cottages, that filial Devotion toward the Bleſſed 


| Gov, that cordial Submiſſion to his Will under the 


moſt painful Diſpenſations, that calm ſteady Forti- 
tude, in the Midſt of Evils which might have made a 


5 Philoſopher tremble, that Chearfulneſs i in the imme- 
diate Views of De ath'; and, in the Tenour of 


Lives which I have intimately known, that ſtrict 


Integrity, that Diligence, that Contentment, that 
Readineſs to do Good in full Proportion to their 


ſmall Abilities, that generous Self-Denial to avoid 


_ what might grieve and offend others, and, to crown 
all, that tender Solicitude for the Eternal Happi- 
me of Friends, of Strangers, and ſometimes of 


Enemies; which has often filled me with Wonder 


as well as Delight. I ſpeak freely, as conſcious 


both of the Truth and Importance of what I fay 


nor am at all aſhamed thus openly to acknowledge, 


that my Faith in Chriſtianity has been not a little 


 eftabliſhed by ſuch Obſervations as theſe ; which 1 


bleſs Gop, have not been made in a few Inftances 3 
and I eſteem the Evidence, not the lets, but the 
more, becauſe Day-Labourers might enter into it, as 


well as myſelf. 


I doubt not, Sir, but Thouſands more have 
alſo made 0g of this Kind; and that it 
will generally be found, that when the Principles of 


Chriſtianity enter a Mind before unaffected with 


them, they produce this Effect, which indeed it is 
moſt natural they ſhould. On the other Hand, as 
to profeſſed Infidels, and it is on them only that the 


Obſervation can pertinently be made, I appeal to 


the World in general, whether they do not commonly 


make Shipwrack of a good Conſcience, as well as of 
Faith, and plainly ſhew, that the Precepts of the C/ 
pel are as diſagreeable to them as its Dodtrines. It 


your be ow indeed, if * a Senſe 
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1 but little Moral ty among Infidel 31 


of Honour, and, eſpecially in advanced Life, a 
Caution not to diſgrace diſtinguiſhing Principles, 
did not reſtrain ſome from ſcandalous Enormities, 
and produce ſomething agreeable in their Beha- 
viour; but I believe, moſt who know the World 
will allow, that it is a peculiar Glory for any of 
this Sect, to maintain ſo much as an uniform exter- 

nal Appearance, of what the beſt Heathen Moral N 
have eſteemed Virtue. 

People of Attention and Reflection in the lower 
Ranks of Life, are not ſo ſtupid, as not to obſerve 
theſe Things, or to neglect drawing the obvious 
| Inference from them: An Inference, in which 
they will be both directed, and ſupported, by that 

Maxim of our Divine Maſter, By their Fruits ye ſhall | 
know them. What the Morals of Infidel Writers in 
private Life a ti it may ſeem difficult cer- 
tainly to judge, becauſe their Pieces have been 
moſtly anonymous, Vet I cannot forbear obſerving, 

that ſome of thoſe ingenious Authors have found 
out a Way of letting the World into heir Chara- 
Gers, without publiſhing heir Names; and that in 
ſome ſuch palpable Inſtances, as one would almoſt. 
aſcribe to a Judicial Infatuation, or think they had 
been bired to expoſe their own Cauſe to Contempt. 


And this leads me farther to touch upon that 
Confirmation, which the Faith of plain Chriſtians 
ſometimes receives, from obſerving, not only the 
Character of thoſe who would ſubvert Chriſtianity, but 
alſo the Manner in which they often 1 their 
Oppoſition to it. 

Every one who can read his Bible may obſerve, W 
(and it may be profitable for Young Perſons eſpeci- 
ally, to be ſhewn it,) how «juſtly the Enemies of 
Revelation often repreſent the Doctrines and Fatts 
delivered in Scripture. He may ſee the Calummies, 
which ey Men often throw pon the IT Wri- 
ters, 


= E Manner of ade ng - Clriftianity. 


ters, or thoſe whom they celebrate, rolling off, 


like foul Water from the Down of a Swan, without 
leaving any Trace or Soil behind it. It is obvious 
alſo to remark, that inſtead of examining, or fo much 


as attempting to confute, the Arguments for Chriſtianity, 
Which theſe Gentlemen cannot but know; they 


only advance their Surmiſes, and their Poſſibilities, 


or make vain Efforts to prove, that thoſe Things 


cannot in Reaſon be, which in Fat? appear. 


It is not to be wondered, if honeſt Perſons of | 


plain Senſe have. ſoon enough of ſuch Tt eachers, and 


do not often come to ſeek for Grapes from 7. Borns, 


or Figs from Thiſtles; or that if the boiſterous At- 


tacks, which are made on their Faith by ſuch Me- 


thods, ſeem at firſt a little to looſen the Roots of it, 
the Storm afterwards ſerves only to fix it the faſter, 


and to make Way for its farther Spread. Eſpeci- 


ally when they ſee, that Arguments produced in Oppoſe 


lion to Chriſtianity often have as malignant an Aſpect on 
Natural Religion too, and apparently tend to deſtroy 


all mutual Commerce among Mankind, which can 
never be carried on without ſome Confidence in 
the Teſtimony of each other. It is thus that Maat 


often comes out of the Eater, and Sweetneſs out of the 


Fierce; and the Subtile are taken in their own Crafti- 
meſs, The Groſſneſs of ſuch viſible and palpable 
Snares engages prudent People to avoid the Path in 
which they lie, and fo ſecures them from others 


of a / finer Contexture, and a more dangerous 
Form. | 


— 


And 1 Sir, ave: fulfilled my Promiſe, 5 


and given you a more diftin& Account, than I re- 
member to have met with elſewhere, of the Ratio- 


nal Sati faction which many Chriſtians in common Life 
have, and others under due Cultivation might 
without any Accuracy of Learning obtain, with 


Regard to the Truth of the — they 0 
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A Summary of the Author's Ohjections. 33 
And I do ſincerely apprehend, that this Repreſen- 
tation of the Matter, far different from that which 


you have given, if it appear juſt, will contain a 
compendious Anſwer to what you have ſuggeſted 


on the contrary Side of the Queſtion ; and be ſuch 


a Reply to your Treatiſe, as Walling is to the ce- 
| lebrated Arguments which have been brought to 
de monſtrate the ſmpoſibility f Motion. 


But here, Sir, as you tell your Friend, *I am 
ce very ſenſible, I have been holding you for ſome 
Time paſt in the higheſt Impatience of Zeal, to 
< interpoſe and remind me,” that even 2018 Evi- 
dence cannot be obtained by all ;—that while it is 
purſued, it Keeps the Mind in a State of dange- 
rous Heſitation ;—and where it is had, it is founded 
in the Prepoſſeſſions of Education, —in partial and 
imperfect Views of the Queſtion; that much of it 
depends upon precarious Human Teſtimony and 
conſequently, that it cannot have Efficacy enough 
to ſatisfy the Mind, to controll irregular Affections, 
or to animate - againſt thoſe Extremities, which the 
Goſpel may ſometimes require us to endure in its 
Defence. Each of theſe Particulars you object in 
your Pamphlet; and I do not remember any Thing 
material ſuggeſted in it, and proper to be conſidered 
in this Place, which does not fall under one or ano- 


ther of theſe Heads. 


Now as to the firſt of theſe, it is indeed true, that all 
the Evidence which I have here deſcribed, cannot pro- 
bably be attained by all; tho* I am confident a great deal 
more might be done for this Purpoſe, in an enlight- 
ened and Proteftant Country like ours, than we ge- 
nerally ſee. Care might be taken, eſpecially if the 
richer Kind of People had a becoming Compaſſion on 
their poor Neighbours, to teach all Children to read, and 


to furniſh all Families with Bibles 3 as allo to put ſuch 


; Cate- 
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| 34 Anm, may be uſe to Jad 70 this Evidence. 


Catechiſins into their Hands, as contain ſome Hints 
of the Reaſons of Chriſtianity. And if that which 
Dr. Thomas Burnet has drawn up in ſo plain and conciſe 


a Manner, were to be uſed, I will venture to fay, 
that Children will be furniſhed with Reaſons for being 
Chriſtians, which ſo far as I can learn, the moſt ſa- 
gacious Deiſts have been too wiſe to attempt di- 
rectly to anſwer ; and till they both attempt, and 


effect it, the Underſtanding of a Child may lee, that 


whatever elſe they do is of very little Importance. 


There are allo ſeveral other plain and popular Pieces,“ 
which may, with a very ſmall Expence of Money 
and Time, be purchaſed and peruſed by young Peo- 


ple: And if they were to be read two or three Times 
over in Families on the Evening of a Lord's Day, 
Chilaren, and Servants might by an attentive Hear- 


ing be enabled to give ſome Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in them. And till they come to be capable of 


underitancing ſuch plain Things as theſe, if they 
have nv Reaſon to believe their Bible to be true, 


but that they find it excellently good, and fee it 
believed and reverenced by the wiſeſt and beſt of 


thoſe around them, it is, L ſuppoſe, at leaſt as good a 


Ground for their Paith, as ſuch Infant Underſtand- 


ings can have for I fidelity. Nor wilt it be eaſy to 
invent any Scheme, by which a Child ſhall attain 
any Knowledge at all, without ſome Confidence in the 
Veracity and Skill of its Parents, or other Teachers, 
Indeed Sir, according to the injurious Repreſen- 


tation you have made of Human Nature, this is 
the Caſe, not of little Children alone, but of moſt 


who are grown up to Years of Maturity, ** The 


"6 Generality of Apprehenſions *? ſay you, (pag. 17.) 
nd not N a ſimple Propoſition, and 


6 are 


Y Either the Three ws mentioned above, pap. 20. or the 


Biſhop of London's Paſtoral Letters; or a Pamphlet intitled Plain © 
Reaſons for being a Chriſtian ; or the F un Part of the Gentle- I 


man's Religion, 


Mankind not fo weak as pretended. 35 


cc are thrown out at once at the very Mention of 
„ introducing a- Medium; ” that is, in plain 
Terms, they are not Rational Creatures. I ſhall 


not now urge, how inconſiſtent this is with the 
Arguments, by which thoſe that call themſelves 


(by a ſtrong Catachreſis) Freethin&ers, attempt to 


reaſon People out of a Regard to Revelation z and 
that, even by maintaining the Natural Abilities of 


the Human Mind to diſcover, without any Super- 


natural Aſſiſtance, every Thing in Religion 


which we are concerned to know. You, Sir, 


are too zealous a Chriſtian to be preſſed with ſuch a 


Conſequence z or to be told, that if your ſublequent 


Diſcourſe (pag. 18, 19.) be right, when taken in 


Connection with this Princip le, it will lead to a 


Concluſion, that Men may Lee at Random, not 
having Senſe enough-ro be capable of rendering an 
Account to Gop for their Actions. It would, * 


doubt not, be well for ſome, if this were indeed the 


Caſe; but [ hope, none that pretend to reaſon againſt 


Religion, will imagine they have any Pretence to 


take Shelter in ſuch a Thought. If this Admoni- 


tion be a Digreſſion, you will I hope pardon it, 
in Favour of thoſe, :who I dare {ay are the grcateft 
Admirers of your Performance; and I will now . 
return to remind you, in direct Anſwer to what 
you advance, that daily Experience ſhews the Capa- 
cities of Mankind in general not to be /o weak, as 
(juſt to ſerve a preſent Purpoſe,) you are pleaſed 
to ſuppoſe them. Do not People in low Life 
reaſon on the common Occurrences of it? Do the 


not learn the Art of Numbers, and often-know how 


to apply it in Caſes, where the Reaſon of that Ap- 
plication requires much more than one Meczum to 
find it out? I ſuppoſe, the Natural Underftanding of 
Men in different Stations of Life 1s on an Average 


pretty Equal, and that Education generally makes 


0 chief Difference and I have had an Opportunity 
S; 2 = of 


— 


36 Examination does not require 4 nh Time. 


of obſerving, that among thoſe who enter on Aca- 
dtemical Studies, (and Reaſoning is not much culti- 
vated in Grammar Schools, there is not one in ſome 
Scores, who, with proper Inſtructions, does not in 

a few Days grow capable of entering into the Force 
of Euclid's Demonfrations. And ! hope, none will 
have ſo little Modeſty as not readily to acknowledge, 
that the Reaſonings by which Chriſtianity is proved 
in the plain Pieces I referred to above, are much 
eaſier and leſs abſtruſe, than thoſe relating to the 
Properties of Mathematical Figures to Perſons to 
whom they are entirely new. Objecctions therefore 
taken from the ſuppoſed Inpoſſitility of entering into 
the Proofs offered, can only take Place with re- 
gard to Perſons, who when grown up are ſo un- 
happy as to want common Senſe; of whom it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that either of us intended to ſpeak, 
in what we have ſaid on either Lade of 5 Queſtion 
in Debate berween us. | 


But you will not fall to remonſtrate, as you 
have already done at large, (pag. 13, 14.) that ſup- 
oling the Rational Evidence of Chriſtianity ever ſo 
intelligible, it will at leaſt require Time for the moſt 
candid Enquirer to make himſelf Maſter of it; and 
while he is purſuing it, he continues in a State of 
extream Danger; becauſe he is he/tating about that, 
on an immediate Compliance with which his Salva- 
tion depends. But to this, which really appears 
to me the moſt conſiderable Difficulty you have. 
ſuggeſted, I beg leave to anſwer, that the Exami- 
nation requires not near fo much Tyme as you would 
repreſent ; and that while the Mind is purſuing it, 
there is no Need at all that it ſhould be in a State 
of Tyfidelity, and conſequently of Danger as to its 
final Happineſs, if Lite ſhould end before the ER. 


amination is finiſhed.” 
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NV Need to read every Controverfial Piece. 3y 
You, Sir, I think by one of the moſt palpable 
= Sophiſms that I have any where met with, every 
where affect to repreſent the Caſe in Queſtion, as 
if a Man could have no Rational Evidence of Chri- 

3 Fianity, till he had enquired, on the one Hand, 
into every Thing that could be ſaid, either to con- 
firm, or even to illuſtrate it; and, on the other, 
into every Objection that has been brought againſt 
it. And if this be not granted, all your Flouriſnes 
Z (pag. 61,—63.) will be meer Ornaments of Wit 
and Eloquence, entirely wide of the Matter in De- 
bate. On the contrary, it ſeems ſelf-evident, that 

= this is ſo far from being neceſſary to make a rati- 
onal and intelligent Chriſtian, that it is not neceſſary 
to conſtitute an able and an accompliſhed Divine. 
View it in any other Inſtance, and you cannot but 
allow what I fay. Would you maintain, that a 
Man cannot be fit to practiſe as a Lawyer, or a 
 Phyfician, till he has read every Thing that has 
been writ in any Controverſy relating to thoſe 
* Profeſſions? It would be much more apparently ab- 
ſurd, to inſiſt upon this Polemical Ommiſcience, (if 1 

> may be allowed the Expreſſion,) in the Caſe before 

t us: Since at that Rate a competent Number of In- 

} Vals might, without urging one material Argument, 
f 3} overthrow Chriſtianity, ſuppoſing it in irſelf ever ſo 
„ BU _ Katioal, merely by writing a greater Number of 
- Books about It, than any one Man could be able 
do read. 

e . whole, Controverſies relating to Chri Riauig 
— = are endleſs; but what is: effential to the Proof of it 
d lies within a very little Room, and may be ſet in 
t, o plain and ealy a Light, that a Man may in a 
e ö 3 
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# few Hours with attentive Thought be competently 
XZ Maſter of the Argument. If indeed he deſires 
* Ccopiouſly and curiouſly to examine the particular 
: Branches of it, he muſt allow proportionable Time 
„ 4d Labour; but it 1s by * no means ae tho 


Tou, 


the Wi imeſſes, are e intitled; and 42 


38 Every Topick of Argument not fundamental. 


you, Sir, ſcem conſtantly to take it for granted, 


that he ſhould be all this while 1 Suſpenſe, as to 
the Truth of the Goſpel in general. Every Topick 
TT; Argument is not ſo fundamental, as that the =_—_ 

| Evidence of Chriſtianity ſhould depend on that Jo. 
pick; much leſs is every particular Proof belonging 


to each Topick ſo; and leaſt of all, the Circum- 
ſtance of every particular Proof. I might, for In- 


tance, ſee great Reaſon to believe Chriſtianity to 
= true, even tho* I knew nothing of its extraordi- 
ary Succeſs and ſpeedy Propagation in the firſt 
Ages of the Church: Or I might be ſure, that it 
was early propagated thro? vaſt Tracts of Land, 
with Circumſtances which afford a ſtrong Conviction 
of its Truth, tho? I were yet to learn, whether it 
reached India or Britain during thoſe early Days; 


and if it did, whether the-Chriſtians of St. Thomas 
received it from the Apofile of that Name, or our 
happy Iſland from S/. Paul. I may be ſure, that 


8 Jeſus was propheſied of in the Old Tefament, while 


I am entirely dubious how Daniel's Weeks are to be 


calculated; nay, I may be uncertain as to ſome 
Niceties in the Calculation, and yet be in general 


ſure, that the Period they mark out is clapſed, 
and that it ended much about the Time of Chriſt. 


And as a Conſequence of all this it is evident, 


that Books on various Topicks relating to Chriſtianity | 
may be highly valuable, and yet by no means ne- 
ceſlary to lay a Rational Foundation for our Faith, 


They may ſuggeſt new Thoughts they may place 


Arguments urged many Ages ago, in a clearer and 


more beautiful Light; they may obviate Difficul- 


ties, which ingenious Men have ſtarted, and art- 


fully aggravated*; and thus they may demand the 
Eſteem and Gratitude. of the ' Chriſtian World, to 


which the learned and worthy Authors of the Analogy 
between Reaſon and Revelation, and of the Trial of 


Q 


„ the 


25 
778 


« the Evidence of the Goſpel, like its great Author, 


Ever,“ notwithſtanding all you are pleaſed fo 
But waving this, which, tho' 1 thought it ne- 


doubt not, be ready to remind me, that let the 
Ewidence to be offered to their Conſideration be ever 


ſo ſhort, and ever fo plain, yet ſome Time muſt be 


is meſt eſſential, and while that Examination con- 
tinues, they muſt be in a State of dangerous Heſita- 
tion; ſince io doubt concerning the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity is (according to your Repreſentation of the 
Matter, ) 4 Damnable Apoſtacy from it. 

In anſwer to this Part of the Objefion I am com- 


plication of Errors. I cannot, in the firſt place, 
ſee how the Faith of a Chriſtian is utterly cancelled by 
= every Doubt and Suſpicion which ariſes in his Mind. 
= Our Thoughts are not entirely under our own 
Command, and Natural Temper may ſometimes 
= ſuggeſt Fears, which Reaſon can neither authoriſe, 


racter, and on the other, of the Greatneſs of his 
Hopes, may be ready ſometimes to ſuſpect, that 


will you find your Proofs, either from Scripture, 
or from Reaſon, that every ſuch Suſpicion | is an Apo- 


be tempted ? 


* will preſume to ſay, how widely ſoever it may differ 


from the Schemes you have formed on this Subject, 


that I apprehend, a Man may be rationally eftabliſhed 
in 


Faith is not gt by every Doubt. 30 : 
c might be the Same Ye -flerday, to Day nd for 5 


| ſhrewdly to inſinuate on this Head. (Pag. 20, —22.) 


ceſſary to touch upon it here, relates not imme- 
diately to the Caſe of common Chriſtians, you will, 1 


taken up in examining it, even that Part of it which 


pelled to fay, that I apprehend there is in it a Com- 


Z nor exclude. The humble Chriſtian, conſcious on 


- = the one Hand, of the Imperfection of his Cha- 
the Goſpel is 700 good News to be true. Now where 


faq from the Faith, and that it is . thus to 


But to cut the grand Sinew of your Objeftion 1 
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- I in che Faith of the Goſpel, and may have candidly 
examined the Evidences of it, without ceaſing to believe 
x] it while he purſues 2h Examination ; z which I think 
BY may eaſily appear from what I have repreſented 


| above, and I the rather repeat it, as you, Sir, ſeem 
1s to ſtudious to keep your Reader trom one Thought 
br of it. 
r Having once learnt what the Goſpel Scheme is, I 
can never doubt of its being admirably calculated 
cdi elevate, to purify, and to ſtrengthen the Soul, 
TV to fix it on Gop, and to open it in Sentiments of 
the moſt ſincere and generous Benevolence to Men. 
Of this I am as ſure, as that there 1s a Goſpel Scheme 
at all, or ſuch a Book as the New Teftament ex- 
iſting in the World. Nor can I ever queſtion for 
a Moment, after having read that admirable Book 
with Attention, that there ſeem to be in it all ima- 
ginable Signs of Integrity, Piety, and Goodneſs 
in the Heart of its Writers. Both theſe will appear 
trong Preſumptions of its Truth and Authority, and 
ſuch as would require cogent Arguments on the 
other Side to balance them: Arguments, which till I 
hear, I ſee no Reaſon to ſet myſelf to ſurmiſe, And 
as it is likely in Theory, that a Religion attended with 
ſtrong Internal Evidence, will not be left deſtitute of 
External, I ſhall ſet myſelf to examine into that; 
under the Apprehenſion of a ftrong Probability, that 
it will turn out in Favour of the Goſpel, 
I remember: indeed, that you ſomewhere freak 
with ſovereign Contempt of „ that Enquiry, which 
„ is intended with a ſhrewd Foreboding how the 
„ Matter will end.” But I muſt intreat you to 
aſk yourſelf again, whether it is not poſſible for 
| the moſt impartial Mind, in ſome Caſes, to have 
"Mi ſuch Forebodings;, nay, whether it be always poſſible 
bi to avoid them, even. when entering on the moſt 
reſolutely :mpartial Examination? Conſider the Mat- 
ter in —_— where the ſevereſt Keafoning takes 
| Place, 
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 Forebodings prevent not a free Enquiry. ar 1 
Place, and where there can be no Intereſt to bribe 


the Aſſent, I mean, where Mathematical Theorems 
are concerned 


J queition not, Sir, but you have obſerved, it 


you ever turned your Thoughts this Way at all, 


that there is often an obſervable Proportion in the 


Higure of a Diagram, which leads a Man to think 
the Propoſition true, as ſoon as he reads it. Be- 
ſides, that having found Demonſtration attending all 
the former Propoſitions, ſuppoſe of Euclid, he na- 
turally concludes, he ſhall find it in the Propo- 


ſition in Queſtion. He would not perhaps accept 


a Bett of a thouſand Guineas to one, againſt the 
Force of a Demonctration, which he lias not yet ſtu- 
died; and which, notwithſtanding this grand Fore- 
boding, he ſhall be able as freely and fairly to can- 


vals, as he ever did any of the former. So little does 


there ſeem in this Part of the Argument, which 


you have A With o much Eagerneſs and 
Triump. 


But to return to the Caſe of young Perſons, to 
be inſtructed in the Evidences of Chriſtianity, the 


Matter we were conſidering, and from whence my 
Regard to this favourite Topick of yours led me to 


digreſs a little too far: I freely own, and leave 


you, Sir, to make the beſt of the Conceſſion, I would 
not have Youth led into any Doubts about theſe 
Matters, till their Underſtandings arrive at a 
Strength and Solidity capable of encountering with 
them. I would not repreſent Chriſtianity to my 
Catechumens, or my Children, nor indeed to the moſt 
intelligent and judicious of my Hearers, as a du 
bious uncertain Thing, where the Probabilities were 
fo equal, that it was quite precarious which Way 
an honeſt Enquirer would fee Reaſon to determine, 


It appears to my Reaſon, and Conſcience, quite 


in another Point of Light, as an evident and cer- 


tain Truth, which I aſſuredly Know! in which I re- 
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| Kiight Errantry, 


42 Enquirer need not be je wholly indi erent: 


joice as the Anchor of my own Soul, and which I verily 


believe muſt be the Salvalion of theirs, if they are 
ſaved at all. With theſe Views it would be a hor- 
rible Iniquity in me, to ſpeak fightly and dubioufly 


about it: Yet I may, in a perfect Conſiſtence 


with this Perſwaſion, and with the Declaration of 


it, recommend it to others, not as on my own Au— 
thority, but on the Force of Reaſons, concerning 


the Strength of which they are to judge for them- 


N ſelves; tho? I am ever ſo earneſtly ſolicitous, that 


they may judge arigbi, as knowing how ſtrictiy they 


are to anſwer for the Integrity of their Conduct 


2 in this Affair. 


But here I am well aware, you will glory over 
me as convicted by my 'own Confeſſion. You 
will tell me, that all this Scheme of educating Chil- 
dren in Chriſtian Principles, and recommending 


them with ſo much Confidence and Delight, is 


an avowed Method of prejudicing their Minds 
ſtrongly on one Side of the Queſtion, and ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with any Pretence of bringing 


them to a fair and honeſt Enquiry; in order to 
which it is abſolutely neceſſary, that a Man come 


to ſearch after Truth without any pre-conceived 
Opinion at all, and perfectly indifferent on which 
Side he may happen to find it. 
This I confeſs, Sir, has a plauſible Sound. ad 
is a charming Subje& for a young Arademick, or a 
very young Preacher, if he has a Mind to diſplay his 
Talent at De e : But after all, it is perfect 

d lays down a Law to Mankind, 


which it is in many Inſtances impoſſible they ſhould 
follow, and which of Conſequence can be neither 

neceſſary, nor reaſonable, The Affections of the 
Human Mind may indeed be controlled, but they 
cannot be extirpated; nor is it needful Men ſhould 
be "—_ bl, in * to their 3 — Had - | 

Junius 


LEST) 


5 7⁰ FAS Children e in Religion. 4 3 


Junius Brutus, when he ſaw his Sons arraigned before 
him for Treaſon againſt their Country, been thus 
philoſophically indifferent whether they were 1nno- 


cent or guilty, he had been the Idiot he formerly 


counterfeited, or ſomething worſe than that; and 
yet he did Juſtice: And in other Circumſtances, 
with all the Bowels of a Father melting over them, 


he might have been equally juſt in acquitting them. 


A Man may have jtri# Reaſon for aſſenting, to 
what he has been 7aught from his very Iafancy, and 
where the Truth is greatly for bis .Intereſt ; or 
_ otherwiſe who could have Reaſon to believe him- 


ſelf Heir to a Kingdom, or an Eſtate? A Man 


may, I hope, have Reaſon to believe the Being of 
a GOD, yet who among us was not 7aught it from 
a Child? or what virtuous Mind does not fee, that 


all its Happineſs | is concerned in the Queſtion ? Who | 


would not eſteem it far worſe than Death, to be 
brought to an Apprchenſion that he lives in a fa- 


. therleſs World, and that all the Refource which he. 


thought he had found in the Guardianſhip of in- 
finite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, was but the 
Amuſement of a pleaſing Dream? 


And while I am on this Topick, give me Leave | 


to touch on that Notion, which ſome have enter- 


tained, of leaving Children untaught in Religion, that 


they may come unprejudiced to enquire into it: An 
Aſurdity ſurely to be numbered among the greateſt, 
- which the adventurous Infidelity of the preſent Age 
has ſtarted, or its implicite Diſciples have imbibed, 
in open, and perhaps boaſted Defiance of the common 
Senſe of Mankind throughout all Ages, Nations, 
and Religions. And yet I am told, ſome who 
have continued to call themſelves Chriſtians; have 


been wild enough to admit it. With them indeed i N 


1 might juſtly cut ſhort farther Debate, by urging, 
what on their profeſſed Principles muſt be unanſwer- 
u the moſt EX n Authority both of the Fewiſh 
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44 The Propriety and Uſe of early Inftru&ion. 
and Chriſtian Revelations, ſtrongly requiring that 


Children ſhould be brought up in an early and fami- 
har Acquaintance with them. But for the Sake of 


others I would obſerve, and would intreat every 


profeſſed Diſciple of Reaſon to conſider, that the 


Notion of omitting an Education in Relizion, to 


-avoud Prejudice, o utterly inconſiſtent with itſelf, 


>. 


For it is certain, as the World now goes, and 


every Infidel muſt {urely in his Conſcience know it, 
that if the Children of Chriſtians are not taught Re- 
ligion, and trained up in the Exerciſes of it, they 
will ſoon learn Vice and Immorality, and then they 


will come to enquire into the Evidences of Chriſtianity 
in Time, (if they ever make the Enquiry: at all,) 


with this terrible Prejudice on the Negative Side of 8 


the Queſtion, „It Chriſtianity be true, l am in a 
State of Condemnation, and an Heir of everlaſt- 


* ing Ruin: And 1 mult relinquiſh all the deareſt 
% of my Pleaſures, in Purſuit of a pretended Fe- 
„ licity, which I had rather be annihilated, than 
4 confined to.” 


And indeed, 8 we ma gladly know, if 


Cbilaren are not to be taught Religion, on what Prin- 


ciples they are to be faugbt Virtue, The Philoſo- 
Phical Queſtions relating to the firſt Principles, and 
ultimate Obligations of Moralig, they can as little 
underſtand as S thoſe of Religion : And if they are 
to be taught it, as in itſelf an amiable Thing, and a 
Thing which their Parents know to be reaſonable 
and conducive to their Happineſs, they may on the 
like Foundation be faugbt, to receive the Goſpel as 
the Word of GOD, and, according to their little 


| Abilirics, to worſhip, and live like Chriſtians. 


I think I may conclude this Head with an Ap- 


peal to every Man's Conſcience, Whether it would 


not, be beff for Society in general, that our Children 
ſhould be taught Chriſtianity in their early Years ? 
m_— the * of a Life and Character like 


that 


* 


Hints to be given of the chief Objections. 45 
that of the bleſſed Fefus, be not one of the fineſt 
Leſſons they can learn? And whether an Appre- 
henſion of our Obligations to him as our great 
Redeemer, who, as the Meſſenger and Gift of his 
Father's Love, taught ſuch excellent Truths, and 
did and ſuffered fo much for our Salvation, be not 
admirably calculated to touch their tender Hearts, 
and form them to Humility, Gratitude, and Love? 
| hope, Men of ſuch lordly and towering Under- 
: ſtandings, as our Derts generally are, will at leaſt. 
. | condeſcend to 0w# this of the Goſpel, which wiſe Men 

will reckon no ſmall Circumffance in its Favour : 
And theſe Gentlemen mult pardon me when I add, 
that had their own Minds been more deeply touched , 
with it, ber Underſtancings might have been more 
folid, in Proportion to the Degree in which their 
OWN Opinion of then had been leſs exalted. 


But ſhould you allow this, you may Nall inGiſt, 
that according to the Scheme I have propoſed, our 
young Chriſtian, in his moſt advanced Stage, muſt _ 
have very partial and imperfect Views of the Que 
ſtion; ſince I have ſuppoſed him chiefly to have 
heard the Advocates on one Side, and have not. 
made the Peruſal of Infidel! Writers, or an Atten- 

dance upon fuch Catechiſts, if ſuch there be, wy 
Part of our Method. 

It is here obvious to reply, t hs I have dei. 
as young Perſons grow up towards Manhood, to 
give them ſome Hints of the main Ohjections which 

MñEsare generally made to Chriſtianity; or at leaſt ſome 
5 View of the chief Topics, from whence thoſe Ob- 
1 jections are taken; A Chriſtian Parent, or Miniſter, 
will of Courſe do this in ſuch a Manner, as to ſhew 
that there ſeems to him to be very little Weight in 
them, when compared with the Evidence in Favour 
of our Religion; and this he may do in perfect 
Conſiſtence with rang” a plain and honeſt View 


of 
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of the Strength of 1he Objettion, which to be ſure he 
ought to give, if he mentions it at all. 


This may commonly ſuffice; yer I readily acknow- 


ledge, there are Circumſtances, in which it may be 


very expedient to enter into a more particular Detail | 


of Objections and Anſwers. This I take to be eſpecially 


the Caſe of thoſe, who are educated for the Miniſtry ; 
and perhaps I might add, of Gentlemen intended 


for the Practice of 7he Lis. and indeed of all 
whoſe Incomes can afford what is commonly called 
a liberal Education. The ſtrong Temptations, to 


which ſuch Perſons are generaliy expoſed, might, 
J think, require proportionable Antidotes. At 
leaſt I am perſuaded, every conſiderate Perſon will 


acknowledge, that it is incumbent on thoſe who are 


to be the Teachers and Guardians of Religion, to be 


well acquainted with its Proofs ; in order to which, 


Tet fach, by all means, before they appear in a pub- 
lick Character, examine the Evidence on both Sides. 
And whatever Uſe they may make of a Tutor on 
this Occaſion, as to the Method and Order of their 
Studies, and whatever Confidence they may place 


in his Integrity and Capacities, let them not ac- 


quieſce in whatever Aratis he may give them 
of the Olbjections which our Alverſaries advance; 
but let them attentively peruſe the moſt celebrated 


Pieces, which have been written by them; and 


what they are, no Man of tolerable Acquaintance 
with the World can be long to ſeek. Thus ler 
them hear fdels pleading their own Cauſe ; at 
the ſame Time weighing, which Juſtice and Com- 
mon Senſe will require, „ thoſe Anſwers which have 


been returned by the learned Advocates for Chriſti- 


anity, in which our Country, above all others, has 
been ſo eminently happy. 


Sad indeed is the Drudgery our younger Brethren | 
muſt go through, in reading ſuch Authors, as nl 
I 


of thoſe who. have attacked Religiou; as 1 Hos 


3 


5 
5 
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if Oelbione come in their Way, Which in this A 
| — 


by allet Perſons, and eſpecially Min zent 47 


know by my own painful. and laborious Experience. 


But the Confirmation which their Faith may receive, 


by the very Efforts made to overthrow it, will, I 


hope, in many Inſtances, be a ſufficient Reward: 


And as theſe Pieces, eſpecially in the Hand of Second 

Rate Writers, contain little more than a confident 
and unwearied Repetition of the ſame Otjettions, 
which have been anſwered perhaps many Scores and 
Hundreds of Times, without taking any Notice of 


thoſe Replies; (which, whether it be owing to the 
Learning, or Modefly of the Authors, J will not 


_ undertake to ſay;) one who is acquainted with 


theſe ee will be able to diſpatch large 


Volumes in a little Time, and will ſee that many 


of them need no New Anfwers. All which will be 


| Circumſtances of ſome Conan under ſo tedious 


a Taſk. 

This, Sir, is a Method i in the Education of young 
Minifters, which is practiſed, even among the Pro- 
tefiant Diſſenters, in the midſt of thoſe many Diſ- 


advantages under which zheir Tutors and Students 
labour; in ſeveral of whoſe little Seminaries, to my 
certain Knowledge, the rational Evidences of Natural 
and Revealed Religion, with ſuch a View of the O. 
jections againſt both, are as regularly, and as me- 
thodically taught, as Logic or Geometry, or any of 


the other Sciences: And with what ſuperior Ad- 


vantages this important Branch of Learning is cul- 
tivated in our Two celebrated Univerſt 7ties, it is not for 


me to fay, or perhaps to imagine. But as for the 


common People, 1 hope, none will be fo unreaſonable 
as to inſiſt upon it, that they ſhould ſpend their Money 
for that which is not Bread, or their Labour for that 


which will yield them ſo little Satisfaction, as a 


Courſe of Polemiths would in their Circumſtances do. 
For them, the plain and practical Method 1 have 


offered above, ſeems abundantly ſufficient, And 
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48 Others may determine without readin g all, 


Age may very probably happen, let them apply to 
thoſe who may be moſt like to anſwer them, and 


weigh the Axſwers ſeriouſly and impartially; at the 


fame time humbly addreſſing the great Father 7 

Lights, to lead them into all neceſſary Truth, and to 
preſerve them from every dan ecrous M. Nate, in a 
Matter of ſuch apparent Moment: And, with 
theſe Precautions, Reaſon and Experience concur to 
teach me, that their Chriſtian Friends need be in no 


Pain for the Event. Their Enquiries, as I before 


obſerved, may be impartial, and their Determina- 


tions rational, without knowing every Thing that has 
been ſaid, on one Side, and the other. And for 
them to remain ſtill undetermined, from an imper- 


tinent Suſpicion, that ſome Body might have ſome- 


thing to ſay which they never heard, but which, 


if they knew it, might be an invincible Objedion 
zo Chriſtianity, is a Conduct into which no one will 


be like to fall, who is not pretty heartily reſolved 


to be an Tofidel at all Adventures. For if there be 
any good Senſe in ſuch a Turn of Mind, it muſt 


be a Foundation of univerſal Scepticiſm in all the 
Affairs of Life, as well as in Religion; and would 


be full as abſurd, as if a Jury ſhould refuſe to give 


4 Verdict upon the Evidence they have already re- 
ceived, becauſe It 15 poſſible there may be ſome. 


abſent Perſons in the World, who, if they were 


_ preſent, might give ſuch Information as would turn 
the Scale the contrary Way. 


On the whole, it ſcems to me ſtrictly reaſonable, 
that as every Man ſhould ſeriouſly reflect on the 


Nature, Genius, Tendency, and Evidence, of 
thoſe Religious Principles in which he has been 


brought up; fo he ſhould continue to adhere 10 


them, till he ſees an Evidence againſt it, at leaſt equal 


to that which he has for it. And I farther appre- 


hend, that there are certain Degrees of Evidence 
attending n Ti rHIDS, of one Kind and another, 


Moral 


K 


and acquieſce in Evidence aiready received. 49 
Moral and Religious, as well as Mathematical, in 
which a candid and upright Man may ſee Reaſon 

to acquieſce, without giving himſelf perpetual Trouble 
in renewing his Enquiries, as long as he lives; and 
concerning which he may have a rational Appreben- 
ion, that he ſhall never meet with any Thing to 
be. urged againſt them, which is worthy of his 
Notice, unleſs 1 it ſhould be for the Sake of others, 
rather than for his own. Whether this be not the 
Caſe with Regard to Chriſtianity, every 5 muſt | 
judge for himſelf, as in the Sight of Gop, and 
on a Review of this Information he has gained 
with Reſpect to it. Yet it is poſſible, that when 
his Judgment is thus determined in its Favour, Ol. 
jeftions againſt it may afterwards occur to him, 
which tho? he does not ſeek, he may not be able 
to avoid hearing. Of theſe, ſome may be ſuch, 
as he has already weighed in the Balance, and found 
wanting : Others may immediately appear to affect 
only what is circumſtantial, in the Evidence on which 
he has already yielded his Aſſent, and not what is 
eſſential to it; or at moſt, but a ſmall Part of the 
Evidence, which if it were to be given up, the 
main Strength of that various and complex Argu- 
ment in which he before acquieſced, might remain 
ſecure 3 as for Inſtance, the Meaning of ſome _ 
particular Prophecy which he thought to refer to 
Chriſt, or the like. Now I apprehend, that by 
far the greater Part of what is commonly advanced 
_ againſt Chriſtianity, perhaps Nineteen Objeftions in 
Twenty, will, to one well inſtructed and experi- 
enced in Religion, be reducible to one or other of 
theſe Heads. As for thoſe which fall under neither 
of them, I doubt not, but they will ſoon appear 
to be built on ſome Ignorance or Miſrepreſentation of 
the Plan of Revelation, which will I ho = never 
want pious and learned Votaries, capable of de. 
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50 Faith is not built on mere Human Teſtimony. 
againſt it, or the Manner in which they are treated, ny 


F at vlarge * And therefore all the Proofs of |} 
| | me f 
EE ge Ser ons on the Poæver and Grace of / Clrip, & th ver. 6 : 


into Occaſions of adding increaſing Luſtre to its 
Proofs, and perhaps, into Arguments In its Fa- 


vour; as the World has already ſeen in frequent 
Inſtances, 


The ef remaining Objefti ion is, chat according 
to the Plan laid a above, we ſhall have our 


' Faith built upon mere Human Tefimony, which you, 
Sir, repreſent as a moſt fallacious and uncertain Thing, 


utterly unfit to be the Foundation of ſo important 

a Superſtructure. It is by no means neceſſary here 
to repeat all the diminutive Things, which you 
are pleaſed to ſay of Human Tefimony, without any 
Diſtinction, and with as much Severity, as if you 
judged of it in general, by what you may have 
found in ſome DeiFical Writings. It all centers in 


_ depreciating its Validity; and the Reader will 
ſoon ſee, how far it is to be regarded, as juſt in 
Itſelf, or as applicable to the preſent Occaſion, 


And here I muſt, in the firſt Place, remind you, | 
that the Article now in Queſtion does not at all 


concern, or affect, the Internal Evidence of Christi. 
 anity, which of itſelf alone is a very conſiderable 


Thing; eſpecially when it is conſidered, how 


probable i it is, that Gop might favour the Werld with 
a Revelation, which in its preſent Condition it fo 


evidently needs. It is not on Tefimony, that I be- 
lieve, there is ſuch a Book as the Bible in the 


World. I fee it, and read it: And that it is in 


the main righily tranſlated, even an illiterate Christian 
among us may be ſure; becauſe if there had been 
any groſs Prevarication in this Reſpect, conſidering, 
the Variety of Seats among us, Clamours muſt have 
ariſen, which lie ſees in Fact do not ariſe, between 
the contending Parties ; ; as I have elſewhere argued 


Yet Fadts are properly. ſupported by it. 51 
the Divine Authority of this Book, that ariſe from 
its Contexture, Deſign, Harmony, and Efficacy, 
which I mentioned above, are quite inacpendent, 
even on that Human Teſtimony, on which its Genuine- 
neſs depends, and are built on Sc e, Obſervation, - 
and Experience. | 
- . "There are paced other; and those I confeſs very 
material, Proofs of Chriſtianity, in which ſome con- 
ſiderable Regard to Human Teſtimony is abſolutely 
neceſſary: But before we farther diſcuſs theſe, give 
me Leave to aſk you, Sir, Will you, or any Man 
of Candour and Common Senſe, venture to aſſert, 
that we are in no Circumſtances obliged to admit 
the Truth of any Fact on the inen of other 
Men ? You cannot but know, how often the con- 
trary has been demonſtrated, by all our beſt Wri- 
ters on this Subject: Nay, I think, you cannot but 
ſee, at the firſt, Glance, the glaring g Avſuraity of 
ſuch a Principle. Does not the Courſe of Human 1 
Life every Day declare, what is, and muſt be, tge }F 
= Senſe of Mankind with Regard to this? Are not 
Z Things of the utmoſt Importance, In which not 
* only the Eſtates and Lives of particular Perſons, 
but the Intereſts of whole Nations are concerned, 
undertaken and determined on the Credit of 75 1. 
mony? and is it not abſolutely neceſſary, they ſhould 
turn upon it? How diſconeſt then, and how ſhameful, 
would it be to aſſert, that it is to be regarded in 
other Things of the greateſt Moment, but not in 
thoſe which relate to the Support of the Goſpel. _ 
If there be any Thing particular in t Evidence 
to which we appeal on this Occaſion, which renders 
it unworthy of Regard, let our Adverſaries ſhew it 
_ plainly. You will not, Sir, Iam perſuaded, think 
fir to aſſert, that every Fa muſt of Courſe be given 
up, which is faid to have happened almoſt Two thou- 
| fand Years ago; or that we can never be ſure, that 
Books are genuine, which pretend to V uch Anliquity 
G 2 as 


- 


52 Antiquity does not deſtroy its Credit. 

as that. Are all the Claſſicks of Greece and Rome 

ſpurious ? Or 1s it to be numbered among the Un- 

Cceertainties of Antiquity, whether Cyrus conquered. 

A Babylon, and whether Julius Cæſar was aſſaſſinated 
in the Senate? Theſe Fats are of more antient Date, 
than any which are aſſerted in the New Teſtament : 
Yet, are you a Scepiick with Regard to them? Were 
Fou as ſure, that you ſhould be poſſeſſed of all 
imaginable Happineſs for a Million of Years, as 

you are of the one or other of theſe Things, 
would you entertain any afflictive Doubs with Ra- 
gard to it? or would you riſk what you were to 
hold by ſuch a Tenure, for the certain Enjoyment 
of any Thing in mortal Life ? A Man's own Heart 
eaſily anſwers him fuch Queſtions as theſe : And yet 
the Tetimony in Support ot Chr tiezityis Nighted, tho 
it is molt eaſy to ſhew, that it is far ſuperior to 04 
by winch we are informed of Cyrus*s Conqueſts, or 


of Cer O Death. 


The only remaining Queſtion therefore on this 
Head, is not concerning the Learned, but common 4 
Chriſtians, and the rational Satisfaftion which they 

are capable of receiving, with Regard to zboſe Facts, i 
oa which the External Evidence of Chriftiansty de- 
pend. And here I doubt nor, but they may re- 
ceive competent Satisfaction; that is, they may ſee 
much greater Keaſon i believe them, than they can 
poſſibly have 10 reject? them ; which 1 is all the Matter 
requires. 

To evince this, let us conſider, what thoſe Fafts 

are, on which their Reaſonings with Reſpect to the 
External Evidence depend; for that is properly me | 

preciſe Queſtion. And they are chietly theſe : 
That there was ſuch a Perſon as Fe/us "7 

who founded a Religion, — which was received by 
Multitudes of People quickly. after his Death, (i. e. 
_ 1900. Years ago e of which Con- 

| | verts 
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The Py Fuchs that We prove WW 6 it. 547 
verts teſtified their firm Perſuaſion of its Truth by 


enduring great Extremities in its Defence: — That 


among theſe anlient Chriſtians, there were ſuch Per- 


ſons as the Evangelifts and Apoffles, — who wrote 


the chief Brooks of the New Te&ament , — which 
Books are in the main franſmilted ſafely and faith- 
fully down to us:— As allo, that when .Chrif and 
his Apoctles lived, the Jeus did ſubſiſt as a People. — 
and had in their Hands Books which they accounted 

Sacred, — in the main the ſame with thoſe, rb Y 


we now call the Ola Testament. 


Theſe, Sir, are the grand Fats, which we prove 


by 7. Himony, and with which we connect our Rea 


ſoning in Favour of the Goſpel, What the Teffimomp 


is by which we confirm theſe Facts, and what the 


Connection by which we infer Chrictianiiy from them, | 
1 (among many others,) have elſewhere ſhewn at 


large ; M and TI have too much other Buſineſs, and 


too much with you in particular before me, to 


ſwell this Letter by ſo unneceſſary a Repetition. 
Now with Regard to common Chriſtians, of whoſe 
attainable Satisfaio we are treating, I readily own, 


they cannot be fully Maſters of bat Evidence, which 
Learned Men may receive of theſe Facts, by con- 


ſulting the Original Writers : Yet they are certainly 
capable of knowing ſomething of conſiderable Impor- 
tance even n ibis Head, where their Diſadvantages 


muſt be acknowledged the greateſt of all. Ro 


plain Reader ſees many anitent Authors quoted, as 


teſtifying ſuch and ſuch Things, and perhaps ſees 


at the Bottom of the Page, Characters or Wards 
which he cannot underſtand ; but he reads the ſur 


poſed Senſe of them in Engl; hb, and is told, if the 


Book be properly written, about what Time the 


Author produced is faid to have lived. Now it 


can never enter into his Heart to imagine, that 


in an enlightened Age, Chriſtian Divines, pub- 


| ung their Names with their Works, or if they 


do 


54 Eafy to ſee there is 10 Room for Fraud here. 
do not, ſeeming zealous for Chriſtianity, would have 
' fo little Regard to themſelves, or their Cauſe, as 
to pretend to quote ſuch Paſſages, unleſs the Books 


from whence they were taken were cert tainly extant 3 
and the Paſſages to be found there, containing 


the Senſe which they give them. The Matter 


does not by any means reſt upon our perſonal Inte- 


. Prity;, (tho' I hope, in reporting a Fact, ſome 


Regard might be Bale to that:) Were the Deſen- 


ders of Chriſtianity ever ſo difbenet, it cannot be 


imagined they would obtrude ſuch palpable Falſchoods 
on the World, while ſo liable to be contradicted, 


and ſhamed, by thoſe who a/belzeve the Goſpel, and 
make it the great, tho* wreiched Buſineſs of their 


Lives, to oppoſe it to the utmoſt of their Power, 
and to revile its Preachers and Defenders. But are 


theſe Aſertions of ours as to che Paſſages in Queſtion 


contradiffed ? Where is the Deiſf who will dare to 
lay, that Cbriſtianity is not an anlient Religion; that 


it did not ariſe and ſpread about the Time I have 
mentioned; or that its Profeſſors did not early ſuffer 


in its eee Where is the Man who will ven— 
ture to aſſert, that the moſt material Books of the 


New Tt Namen: were not early received by Chriſtians; 


or that the Authors in which we aſſert, that we 


find Quotations from them, and References to them, 
did not really live in the Apes and Places we aflert? 


Our Books are open; and the Fats and Teſtimonies, 


on which we build vur Reaſonings, are liable to 


be examined with all poſſible Freedom, by our Ene 


mies, as well as our Friends, If we have Recourſe 
to any Pious Frauds, (as they are icandalouſly 
called,) let thoſe Frauds be detected; and, in the 


Name of the GOD of Truth, let them be hiſſed 


out of the World, with a juſt Abhorrence. But 
the contrary is ſo plain, that there is not an fide! 


in our Land, that will preſume to oppoſe the Evidence 


of theſe Things, and to et his Name to ſuch an 
* | 


— 


IH 


"tel tion to the Gabel eue fo i . on 


Attempt: Nay, either ſome Remains of Modeſty, 
or a Conſciouſneſs of the Hurt which their Cauſe 
would receive from ſo ſhameleſs a Defence, pre- 


vents even anonymous Authors from attacking us here. 
The Controverſy is concerning the Conſequences 


| drawn from theſe acknowledged Fags ; (that Chriſti- 
anity was an antient. Religion, and the New Teſtament 
early received, &c.) Now of theſe Conſequences the 


common People are themſelves Judges, on Principles 
laid down above; and they do not admit them, 


becauſe we, or any SO, aſſert them to follow. 


And hem: Sir, I cannot forbeax admiring the 


Wiſdom of Divine Providence, in permitting ſuch 


perverſe Oppoſition to the Goſpel to ariſe, and continue; 


ſince even its avowed Enemies, by the Nature and 


Manner of their Attack, ſerve but more aſſuredly 


to confirm the Faith of impartial and intelligent Eu- 
quirers, and give an Authority and Evidence to what 
the Teachers of Chriſtianity afſert, in fome Meaſure 


beyond what it could otherwiſe have had, Juſt as 


another Kind of Tnfidels, I mean ihe Fews, are alſo 


Vouchers for the Antiquity and Authority of the 


Old Teſtament, on which ſo many of our Arguments 
depend; and thoſe Arguments of ſuch Validity, 


that as Mr. Addiſon well concluded, many who now 


_ diſpute againſt the Application of its Prophecies to | 
Chriſt, would no Doubt have concluded them a Chri- 
gian Forgery, and have argued that Concluſion 


from the Perſpicuity of thoſe Prophecies, had not 


Providence laid in ſo inconteſtable a Proof to the 


contrary. The Wrath of Man, Ob Lord, ſhall praiſe 
thee; and the Reinainder of that Wrath fhalt- thou re- 
grain. I muſt on the ſame Principle congratulate 


the Happineſs of our own Country, in which ſuch 
Liberty is allowed, of propoſing whatever can be 


{aid againſt Chriſtianity : in Conſequence of which 


our modern Injidels are deprived of that ſhrewd Pre- 


tence, 
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Si The Rational Arguments fo Chr jbianity 


tence, which perhaps might/be more ſervieeable 
to them than all the reſt of their Weapons, that 
they could ſay ſomething convincing againſt it, if panes 
Laws did not deter them. 


I hope, Sir, theſe Things will evince, that the 
common People may have ſome conſiderable Degrees | 
of Evidence for thoſe Hacis, on which the External | 
Proofs of Christianity are built, tho* they. are not | 
capable of conſulting the Original Records from 
whence they are taken. But 1 muſt not diſmiſs the 
Subject, till I have conſidered an Objection, which 
equally concerns the moſt earned Christian: I 
mean, that none of the moſt rational Arguments, in 
their cleareſt and ſtrongeſt View, can give the Mind 
Saligfaction; — or at leaſt can produce ſuch a Degree of 
Perſuaſion, as ſhould animate us to ſubdue our Paſſions, 
— Or to endure thoſe Extremities in Defence of our 
Religion, which we may poſſibly meet with, and 
which it indiſpenſably requires us to bear. 

You make theſe Three 4 ems? Topicks ; but the 
former is ſo evidently included in the Two latter, 
that all I ſhall ſay to it at preſent is, that every 
Man who will reflect on his own Mind, muſt find, 


that there are Degrees of rational Proof in which de | 


acquieſces with entire Satisfafion, Many Chriſtians 
teſtify this to be the Caſe, with Regard to the 
Arguments in Favour of Chriſtianity, of which great 
Number I muſt declare myſelf one; and any one 
who finds himſelf diſſatisfied, will do well to give 
Bis Reaſons for that Diſſatisfaction, without making, 
his own Cale. a Standard, by which to pronounce 
-on that of every one elſe. You argue, as if there 
were o Medium between an implicite Faith, and per- 
petual Scepticiſm; but the Concluſion is very ha- 
ſtily drawn. You, Sir, may perhaps have known 
ſome, who have grad ually quitted all religious Princi- 
les, when they had begun to examine am; I, be 

. 


8 
1 


are ſufficient to ſatrsſy the Mind. 8 
the contrary, have known many, who have profeſſed 5 


themſelves to have been greatly confirmed in Chriſti- 
anity by ſuch Examination: They have found its Evi- | 


dences, like Gold, approved by the ſevereſt Trials; 


and it is to me utterly unimaginable, how a ratio- 


nal Believer ſhould be incapable of finding Compla- 
cency and Sausfaction of Mind, in having uſed his 


rational Faculties on lo 1 important an Occaſion. 


Waving therefore all farther Debate upon this, 
T ſhall proceed to what you add under the Two 
remaining Parts of this Argument; (pag. 30, — 35.) 


in which you undertake to ſhew, that no Con- 
viction drawn from Reaſoning can ever have Force 
& enough to command our Paſſions, ſo as on common 


++ Emergencies?” (they are your own extraordinary 


Words) « 80 to make a good Chriſtian, — much leſs will 
« it ſerve to produce à faithful Martyr, if ever fo 


c ſevere an Exerciſe be demanded at our Hands.” 


You employ a great Deal bf  Rhetorick on this Sub- 
ject, in the Pages referred to above: But I am 


ſorry to ſay, that, ſo far as J can judge, it amounts 


only to this,“ That you apprehend ſomething 
o extreamly defirable in the Tndulgencies which 
2 Chriſtianity prohibits, and ſomething ſo zerrible in 
 ** Death, in whatever View and Cauſe it is to be 
encountered, that 10 rational Argument imagi- 


„ nable can induce a Man to give up the one, and 
* expoſe himſelf to the other.” 


And is it poſſible, Sir, that. Senſual Pleaſure, and 


Mortal Life purchaſed at the Expence of Honour, 


Gratitude, and Conkcience, can indeed appear jo 
_ . exceeding valuable? J would not wrong your moral 


Charafter ſo much, as to ſuppoſe, . thar you ſeriouſly 


meant this, and will abide by itz and yet it is 
difficult to imagine, how it could be written other- 


wile than ſeriouſly, without bearing hard 'on ano- 
ther Part of moral Character too. But I will leave 
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58 They are adapted to ſubdue the Paſſions, , 


it among the other Myſteries of your Book, and 


content myſelf with hinting at zboſe Reaſons, for 
which the Matter appears to me in a quite contrary 
View; as I am perſuaded, it would have done to 
Socrates, Seneca, or Epictetus, had they conſidered 
it only in Theory. 
No Paradox in Human Nature appears to me ſo 
ſtrange, as that a Man, who in his Conſcience be- 
lieves, that the Arguments in Favour of Chriſtianity 


are unanſwerably ſtrong, ſhould deliberately allow 
himſelf in the Violation of its Precepts; or ſhould, 
by any Temporal Conſiderations whatſoever, be 
induced to renounce it. All the Pleas of Duty, 
Gratitude, and Intereſt, are fo weighty, in Favour 


of a conftant and reſolute Subjection to it, that 


one could hardly imagine, did not Fact demon- 
ſtrate the contrary, that any Temptation of Allure- 
ment, or of Terror, ſhould, with a rational Crea- 


iure, who believed the Goſpel, triumph over them. 3 
Nor is a Life of Chrijtian Obedience that violent and 
conſtrained Thing, which you ſeem to ſuppoſe, Were 


I to judge by theſe Pages alone, I ſhould imagine 
you had never read the New T; efament, and did 
not know how the Views of a Christian are animated 
and raiſed. Oh Sir, the rational Behever is in his 


Heart and Conſcience perſuaded, that, to all the 


Bounties of. his Common Providence, G05 has added 


the Riches of Redeeming Love. He is fully per- 
ſuaded, that the. Son of GOD deſcended from Hea- 


ven, to deliver him from everlaſting Ruin; that 


he has generouſly purchaſed him with the Price of | 
his own Blood; and that (if he be conſcious of a 
true Faith in him,) Chris has taken him as bis pe- 
culiar Properiy under his guardian Care, with a 
gracious Purpoſe of conducting him fafely thro? 


Life and Death, of receiving his nobler Part in 
a very little Time into the Abode of holy and 
oma bd m_— and at "T of raiſing his Body 


from | 
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and to prepare for Martyrdom. 89 
from the Duſt, and fixing, his compleat Perſon in 
a State of immortal Glory and Felicity, Now 
when this is really believed, and the Conviction is 
firm and lively, (which I hope, @ rational Conviction 
may very poſſibly be,) what can be a more natural 
Effect, than that an ardent Love to GOD our Fa-. 
ber, and to the Lord Feſus Chrig, ſhould be ex- 
cited by it? And it is eaſy to imagine, that this Love 
muſt make Obedience eaſy: And when the Mind " 
is taken up with ſuch ſublime and delightful Views, © | 
and thoſe devotional Exerciſes which it 1s ſo natural to 
ingraft upon them, it will not be ſo hard a Matter 
as many ſeem to imagine, to conquer the irregular | 
Propenſities of animal Nature, or the Zxor bitancies I 
= of Paſſion, where only the little Enjoyments and 
Intereſts of this tranſitory Life are concerned. 
Or rather, many of hoſe Exorbitancies will be ſuper- | 
= /eded, or, as the Apofile juſtly and finely expreſſes | 
tit, crucified by the Croſs of Chris; and the Aﬀettions© 
without any painful Struggle will nem flow 3 
on in an Ry; and I Channel, 1 
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1 wh this is -ohe Temper We Character, 
Martyrdom may not appear ſo dreadful a Thing, as 


you, Sir, have taken Pains to repreſent it. It | 
3 may rather be the habitual Judgment of ſuch a | 
C Pbrictian, that it is to be eſteemed an Honour and | 
* Favour, which our great Lord beſtows on ſome of | 
2 his moſt beloved Servants. To be excuſed from 
Z the melancholy Circumſtances attending Death in its | 
Natural Form; to have an Opportunity of turning A 
the common Lot of Mortality into an Occaſion f | 
Z manifeſting Heroick Gratitude and Fidelity to the 
F beſt of Maſters and of Friends; 10 die with thoſe | 
1 warm Sentiments and elevated Views which ſuch a | 
Condition ſo naturally tends to excite and ſuggeſt, 


would not ſurely be, as you ſeem to inſinuate, zhe 
Death ef a Tol; (which I cannot think, even i; 
H 2 _ | 


60 Facts of this Kind ſhew the Goſpel is true. 


of Socrates to have been :) Surely, Sir, on Second 


| Thoughts you muſt rather judge it a Conſumma- 
tion of the Labours, Cares, and Sorrows inſeparable ; 


from Human Life, to be devoutly wiſhed for, ra- 


ther than greaded. I will on the other Hand 


grant, that helliſh Acts of Cruelty may be invented 


and practiſed, under which the Reſolution of an Up- 
right Mind may faint, and even | Reaſon itſelf be 


overborne, unleſs Gop were pleaſed to interpoſe 


by extraordinary Supports, which there is great En- 
couragement to hope he would in ſuch a Caſe do- 
But while Reaſon remains undiſturbed, I ſhould 


imagine, that Death in its moſt horrible Form, when 
met in the Cauſe of ſuch a Saviour who had fo 
graciouſly borne it for us, ſhould appear more de- 
firable than Life in its mot agreeable Circumſtances ; 
and ſurely then, infinitely more deſirable than Life 
purchaſed by baſe Ingratitude to him, and worn 


out under the Senſe of his juſt Diſpleaſure, and 


the ſad Proſpect of being finally e by him, 
as an Apofate and a Traitor, 

This, I think, to be ſolid Reaſon; and 1 bleſs 
Gop, there are abe Fafs which confirm it, 


and ſhew, that Perſons not pretending to any ſuch © 
immediate Revelation as you aſſert to be neceſſary, 


have conquered the greateſt Difficulties on theſe 
Principles, and, after having adorned the Goſpel by 
a moſt exemplary and holy Life, have ſteadily 3 
chearfully ſealed it with their Blood. And every 
Fact of this Kind is ſo unanſwerable an Argument 
againſt all that you alledge here, that I do not 


judge it neceſſary to 5 this W of done 1 83 
any farther. 


| With this FEAT IO 1 Loads what I 1d to 
offer in Vindication of the Per ſpicuity and Solidity 
of thoſe Arguments in Proof of Chrifianily, to which 
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Other Things waved for the preſent, 61 


And 1 hope it will be allowed, that I have fairly 


and candidly, as well as ſeriouſly, conſidered what 


you object againſt it, and fo have anſwered the Fir 


Part of your Pamphlet, which I take to be by far 


the moſt plauſible and dangerous. 


Your Endeavour to prove, that Chriſtianity itſelf : 


| avows, that it is not built upon Argument, but on a 
Revelation to be immediately made from the Spirit 


GOD to every Christian, by which all Argument is 


ſuperſeded, and all Poffibility of Doubt and Error ex- 
' cluded, is ſuch a direct Contradiction to the whole 


Tenour of the New Jegfament, that I hardly think 
-you would be underſtood ſerroufly to mean it. It is 


ſufficient,. that you have . ſhewn, you have Wit 
enough to give a Varniſh to ſo wild a Notion. Yet. 
leſt any ſhould be ſo weak, as to imagine there 1s 
any Solidiiy in what. you have ſo adventurouſly ad- 
vanced on that Head, I am willing plainly to diſ- 
cuſs it with you ; and at the ſame Time to enquire 


into what you fay, with Regard to the Awful! Sen. 
_ tence which the Goſpel paſſes on thoſe who rejeti it: 


A Circumſtance, which you every where repreſent 
as utterly irreconcilable with a Religion to be rationally 


proved and defended; but which on the contrary ap- 


pears to me moſt wiſely adapted to the reſt of the 


Scheme, and, when compared with it, an Audition 


rather than Abatement of its Internal Evidence, This, 


and ſeveral other Particulars in yours, I ſhould be 
glad to examine; bur I wave it at preſent, becauſe 


this Letter is already ſwelled to a pretty large Size. 
I therefore reſerve what I have farther to ſay to 
another Opportunity, and I hope a few Weeks 
more may afford it. But I chuſe to ſend you what 
J have already written, without any farther De- 


lay; becauſe I am conſcious of the many Hin- 
drances, which, in a Life like mine, oblige me 
often to poſtpone, much longer than 1 intended, 


the 


f 


' IM * Cuoncliſſon. i 


the Execution of Attempts to do what little 1 can 
towards ſerving the World, by promoting the 
Tatere# of Cbrictianity in it; 3 becauſe I reallx 
think your Piece has been already too long un- 
anſwered. If you pleaſe to offer any Thing in 
Reply to N I have here propoſed, I ſhall give 
it a ſerious Conſideration 3 and hope that I ſhall, 
in the whole Courſe of this Controverſy, endeavour 
to write like 4 Chrifian, and then I ſhall not for- 
get any other Character which I could wiſh to 
maintain. At preſent, Sir, I conclude with aſ- 
ſuring you, that it is with ſenſible Regret I have 
found myſelf obliged, for the Honour of the Gof- 
pel, and the Preſervation of Mens Souls, to animad- 
vert on what you have writ, in the Manner I have 
already done. Should you prove, which may po- 
fibly be the Caſe, ſome old Acquaintance and Friend, : 
J hope I have writ nothing which ſhould make me 
. bluſh at any Interview with you; and ſhould you, 
as I rather apprehend, be an entire Stranger, I am, 
on the common Principles of that Faith, which it 
is the great Glory of my Life to profeſs and de- 
fend, with ſincere good Wiſhes for your Temporal 
and Eternal Happineſs, in any TAGS: which Land 2 
- Cconduce to either, — 
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Your obedtent Bumble Servant, 5 


2 by 


Northampton, = | | | + "PR 
r P. DopDRID G;. 
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7. HE Famirty ExposiTor : Or, a Para- 


phraſe and Verſion of the Four Evange- 
lifts,” diſpoſed in the Order of an Harmony : With 
Critical Notes, and a Practical Improvement of 


each Section. In Two Volumes, 4to. 


II. Sermons on the Religious Education of Chil- 
dren. The Second Edition. | 


III. Free Thoughts on the moſt probable Means 


| of reviving the Diſſenting Intereſt. . 


IV. Sermons to Young Perſons, on the ez ä 


ing Subjects; viz. 1. The Importance of the Riſing 


Generation. 2. Chriſt formed in the Soul the 


Foundation of Tlope. 3. A Diſſuaſive from keep- 
ing Wicked pany. 4. The Young Chriſtian 
invited to an early Attendance on the Lord's- Table. 


5. The Orphan's Hope. 6. The Reflections of a 
Pious Parent on the Death of a Wicked Child. 


C Youth reminded of approaching Judgment. The 0 
econd Edition. | 


V. The Care of the Soul urged as the One 


Thing needful; a Sermon preached June 22, 1735. 


The Third Edition. | 
VI. The Abſurdity and Iniquity of Perſecution 


for Conſcience fake, in all its Kinds and Degrees 


a Sermon preached at Northampton. 
VII. Ten Sermons on the Power and Grace of 
Chriſt, and on the Evidences of his glorious Goſpel ; 
preached at Northampton. The Second Edition. 
VIII. Submiſſion to Divine Providence in the. 
Death of Children, recommended and inforced, in 
a Sermon preached at Northampton, on the Death of 
a very amiable and hopeful Child about Five Years 


IX. The 


old. "TM Second Edition. 


mended, in a Sermon preached at Miſbeach, une 8, 


liam Johnſton. 


With an Hymn proper to the Occaſion. 
in order to a well- grounded Hope of Succeſs in 
 thampton, on the General Faſt, Fan. 9, 1739-40. 
Grace through Faith, illuſtrated and Improved 1 in 
Ten Sermons, preached at Northampton, on the fol- 
lowing Subjects; 1. The Character of the Unre- 


generate. 2, 3. The Nature of Regeneration. 
4, 5, 6. The Neceſſity and Importance of it. 7. 


10. An Addreſs to the Regenerate. 


Souls of Men, plainly and ſeriouſly repreſented in 
+*D; Sermon preached at a Meeting of Miniſters at 


IAN: 


Publ ;ſhed by the fame A UT H OR. 


IX. The Temper and Conduct of the Primi?” 
tive Miniſters of the Goſpel illuſtrated and recom- 


1737. at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Wit | 


X. Practical Reflections on the e and 
Tranſlation of Enoch; in a Sermon preached at 
Welford, March 9, 1737-8. on the Death of the 
Reverend Mr. John Norris. 

XI. A Sermon preached at Wellingborough, Nov. 9, 
1738. which was obſerved as a Day of Faſting and 
Prayer, on Account of the late dreadful Fire chere. 


XII. The Neceſſity of a General Reformation, 
War; repreſented in a Sermon preached at Nor- 


XIII. The Scripture-Doctrine of Salvation by 


Two Sermons, preached at Rowell. - + 
XIV. Practical Diſcourſes on Regeneration, in 


The Divine Influences neceſſary to produce it. 
8. The various Methods in which thoſe Influences 
erate, 9. Directions to the awakened Sinner. 


XV. The Evil and Danger of beni Aung the Ml 


Kettering in Northamptonſhire, Oeber I 5. 1741, and 
ee at their TO 


